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A MONTHLY UPDATE FROM PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON, WHITWORTH COLLEGE
APRIL 1996
It is a crisp, crystal clear April Sunday morning. Tempted by a warm sun but made cautious by rumors of a big snow in the East, the buds and blossoms
are probably conferring among themselves about whether to unbutton their shirts. In a few hours, I will walk across the street and welcome 135 high school
juniors and many of their parents to Sneak Preview weekend. It comes at a good time. In mid-April we often feel overwhelmed and even a bit grumpy.
It will do us good to stand back and talk to prospective students about what happens to minds and hearts at Whitworth College. This morning in church
I told a father how much I felt his son had matured over the past three years. Dad's response: "Praise God." We do.
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
We just received a grant from the Lilly Fellows Program out of
Valparaiso University that will enable junior faculty members to meet
systematically with Laura Bloxham, professor of English, to discuss
issues related to Christian higher education and to monitor our junior
faculty members' growth as teachers/scholars. Laura has designed a
blend of readings and discussions involving a wide range of senior faculty
and faculty emeriti.
One of the most recent contributions by a professor emeritus came
from Pat Stien of the Theatre Department. Pat adapted The Book of the
Dun Cow, by Walter Wangerin Jr., into a play titled The Dawning of
Chauntecleer. We all enjoyed this wonderful performance co-directed by
Pat and by Rick Hornor, associate professor of Theatre.
We just completed a visit from James W. Robertson, dean of the
School of Business at Portland State University, who also represents the
Commission on Colleges of the Northwest Association. His purpose was
to evaluate our Master of International Management Program being
offered at Fairchild Air Force Base. Dr. Robertson's introductory remarks
to me suggested that Dan Sanford, MIM director and professor of Political
Studies, and John Falvey, associate professor of International Manage-
ment, have put together an excellent prospectus and that we can reason-
ably expect approval.
The last several faculty scholarship forums have demonstrated the
breadth and excellence of the Whitworth faculty. The three most
recent presentations were Art Professor Barbara Fib's "Slovakia's Hid-
den Treasurers and Archeology," Music Professor Johanne Blank's "I
Can't Get No Satisfaction: Visions of the Dissatisfied Masculine in
Mozart's Don Giovanni," and Psychology Professor Glena Schubarth's
"Interhemispheric Transfer and Integration." I have been asked to give a
presentation titled "Galvanic Skin Response to Chronic Alligator-Snap-
ping at Various Body Parts."
As many of you know, Whitworth hosts study tours in which students
spend an entire semester studying on location in different parts of the
world. The Central America Tour, the France Tour, and the British Isles
Tour have all been very popular. This fall, Julia Stronks, assistant
professor of History/Political and International Studies, and Rob Wilson,
visiting associate professor of Political Studies, will conduct a study tour
originating in Amsterdam and moving to Eastern Europe as they look at
the relationship of pluralism and politics between Western and Eastern
Europe.
Faculty members Lyle Cochran, Gordon Wilson and John Yoder and
Professor Emeritus Howard Stien spent their spring break construct-
ing two much-needed faculty offices in the Math and Fine Arts Building.
Howard "Slide Rule" Gage barked words of encouragement as he super-
vised the project.
With hearty congratulations and deep appreciation, we will bid
farewell to provost and dean of the faculty Ken 'Shipps at the end of
this academic year. Ken has accepted the position of provost at John
Brown University in Siloam Springs, Ark. Ken has worked tirelessly on
projects ranging from our strategic plan to the development of new
programs. We wish him the best in this exciting new chapter of his life.
ADMISSIONS AND ENROLLMENT
Our biggest challenge in enrollment management is knowing exactly
how many new freshmen to admit for this fall. Our intention is to enroll
360 new freshmen and 90 new transfer students. The reason we are able
to admit this many transfer students is that they do not require residence
hall space in the same proportion as freshman students, and they fill spaces
made available by students who leave Whitworth before graduation.
Although admissions closed on March 1, we are still receiving applica-
tions and will undoubtedly admit a group of our "wait list" students
sometime in May.
The Financial Aid Office is busy putting together award packages
and reviewing a record number of scholarship applications for
some of our special endowed scholarships. At the Honors Forum on May
13, we will announce the scholarship winners.
Well, it was a first for me. A great student from one of our local high
schools told me she had finally made the decision to come to Whitworth,
then gave me a big kiss. Fortunately, we are related, and her mother and
I are very proud that our oldest child will be attending Whitworth. It will
probably be kind of weird this September when we say our good-byes at
the threshold of her dorm room, tell her we hope she comes home for
Thanksgiving break, then travel about 200 yards to return home.
STUDENT LIFE
This year's luau, sponsored as always by the Hawaiian Club, reached
new heights. The food was spectacular, the show was one of the best ever,
and the members of the Hawaiian Club gave a special award to Dr. Bill
Johnson, their sponsor for many years. Thanks so much to all the students
who worked so hard and to the many parents who came over from Hawaii,
bringing literally thousands of pounds of food and foliage for this
wonderful annual event.
ASWC election results: President — Moses Pulei from Kenya; Execu-
tive Vice President — Paul DiRocco from Monterey, Calif.; Financial
Vice President — Shelly Maak from Spokane. Throughout this year,
current ASWC President Wendi Story and I have met regularly, and I look
forward to the same kind of exchange with President Moses. We also
elected residence hall presidents, and we are delighted with the quality of
next year's student leadership.
Other annual events coming up in April include Mac Hall in Concert
(which used to be called Mac's Follies, until Professor Pat MacDonald put
her foot down), the Spring Formal on Lake Coeur d'Alene, and a
charitable fun run for the benefit of the Caritas Center, sponsored by
ASWC Intramurals.
The 1995 yearbook has been recognized with an "Award of Excel-
lence" and has been selected for inclusion in The 1996 Yearbook Year-
book published by Taylor Publishing Company. Congratulations to
Editor Amanda Smith and advisor Tad Wisenor on a great job with
Natsihi.
FINANCES
We are beginning to develop the rather uncomfortable feeling that we
were early rather than ahead in Annual Fund giving. As of this
writing, we are still ahead of last year, but we need just over $350,000 in
unrestricted gifts before the fiscal year ends. Thanks to all of you who
have been able to support Whitworth in this way.
We'll be doing an experiment with the May Mind and Heart. I try not
to use this newsletter as a fund-raising tool; you get enough of that from
us. However, instead of the usual Annual Fund appeal letter that we send
out in early June (the last month of our fiscal year), we are going to send
the May Mind and Heart in an envelope that will also contain a return
envelope addressed to the Annual Fund. We're doing this primarily
because we can save money on mailing costs, and we assume you would
prefer we spend your gifts on education rather than solicitation.
ATHLETICS
The date for our third annual Pirate Night has been set for Thursday
night, September 19. Our speaker will be Whitworth legend and former
NFL player Sam Adams. Those who played with Sam, and those who
played for Sam when he coached here, remember his incomparable
athletic ability. But those who really know him agree that the best of Sam
Adams is in his heart and mind. We look forward to this wonderful event.
Incidentally, two nights ago, Warren and Cindy Friedrichs and Bonnie and
I hosted a dinner for eight that was purchased at the last Pirate Night for
$1,000. Based on the post-meal comments, I'd say it was a bargain.
Last month Sarah Ewan joined the list of my unintended omissions
from Mind and Heart. Sarah, a member of our fine swim team, helped
our women to their excellent fourth-place finish in the nation.
(Thanks to Terry Mitchell for doing the sports reports below).
After a great start, the Buc baseball team has encountered a few
bumps in recent days. The Bucs took a doubleheader from Central
Washington University — a doubleheader in which Larry Turner went
six-for-seven with two doubles, a triple and a home run, and James
Holmes and Bill Koder each pitched complete-game victories. But then
they lost a killer to Gonzaga, 6-5. Then Willamette came to town and
subdued the Pirates with good pitching and solid defense; the Bearcats
won all three weekend games, including an 11-inning heartbreaker to
round out the series. The Bucs hope to get back on the winning side this
weekend as they travel to Lewis & Clark College in Portland. Larry
Turner, Chris Fukai, Sean Peterson and Ryan Stevens are the Pirates'
current standouts, providing excellent play and strong team leadership.
Women's tennis is getting ready for the NCIC Tournament. Coach Jo
Wagstaff reports that the Pirates are currently 9-7, after splitting a pair of
NCIC matches last week. The women lost at Whitman (and we hate to lose
at Whitman), 5-4, on Wednesday; then, on Thursday, the Bucs came back
with a 6-3 win over Lewis and Clark on the A. Ross Cutter Courts here at
Whitworth. Wagstaff says that she has a very deep, talented team that's
working hard to get ready for the all-important NCIC meet. "We could
end up first or we could end up fourth," she said. "It's that close." The
conference championships will be held April 26-28.
The men's tennis team is also gearing up for conference champion-
ships. The team is currently 5-5, getting ready for a busy weekend before
the NCIC tournament April 26-28. Coach Pat Dreves promises more
information about men's tennis for next month's Mind & Heart, including
information about our top players and results from the conference cham-
pionships.
The track and field teams had a great meet last week here at
Whitworth's Boppell Memorial Track. Both the women and the men
came in second, with the women just three points behind a very strong
team from Linfield. Trina Gumm, last year's NAIA Division II National
Champion in the javelin competition, continues to excel, throwing the
javelin more than 150 feet and winning the shot put, as well. Coach Kirk
Westre also mentions Kara Kirkland (hurdles), Chet Doughty (long
jump), Amy Schenkenberger (pole vault) and Ben Vaday (sprints) as
team leaders who help set the pace for their fellow Whitworthians.
MISCELLANEOUS
On April 24-26, the Whitworth College Board of Trustees will be
meeting. From noon Wednesday until noon Thursday, board members
will meet for a retreat at which they will think about and discuss what it
means to be a board member at Whitworth. It will also be a time to work
at enhancing their relationships with one another and with God. The
facilitator for the retreat will be Buck Smith, former president of Chapman
College and current consultant to our Development Office. Among other
important items under consideration will be decisions on the possibility
of a new residence hall and a new faculty center. Whitworth is blessed
with a talented and dedicated group of trustees.
DATES TO REMEMBER
April 24-26
May 5
May 7
May 17-19
May 23
July 22-28
September 11
September 19
Board of Trustees
Bloomsday
Jazz Choir Concert
Commencement Weekend
Whitworth Annual Golf Tournament
Institute of Ministry
Fall Semester Begins
Pirate Night III
Thanks to all Of you who care about Whitworth. In spite of our mistakes
and shortcomings, something very rich happens to all of us who come here
to learn. We hope you will always feel welcome on this campus you have
so enriched.
A MONTHLY UPDATE FROM PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON, WHITWORTH COLLEGE
DECEMBER 1996
"And darkness covered the face of the city." When! wrote last month's Mind and Heart, I could not have imagined the once-in-a-lifetime events that would
take place between then and now. On Tuesday, November 19th, an ice storm hit Spokane with a force that left most of the city without power for periods
ranging from two hours to two weeks. Conditions created freezing rain with an adhesive quality that formed layers of ice on everything it touched. Power
lines fell under their own weight, and from our windows we witnessed large branches and entire trees tumbling all over the campus. From my office, I looked
over to our house and saw that the beautiful mountain ash in the front yard had split into thirds, with barely a stump left behind. A maple tree alongside
the Music Building looked like a closed umbrella. We canceled school on Tuesday afternoon. That night, as I wandered around a candlelit dining hall, the
mood was festive. When other college officials and I resumed conversations at 5:30 a.m. on Wednesday morning, the novelty of the students' situation had
been replaced by shivering bodies, cold water, and declining water pressure. Based on the information we had, the only decision that made sense was to
cancel the remaining days of school before Thanksgiving vacation. We are now convinced we did the right thing, but it has left all of us with a compressed
workload that is staggering. Students and faculty alike are working hard to accomplish their academic requirements in a very short period of time. We will
all work hard to recover from the loss of academic and operational productivity during the storm. I once read John Steinbeck's The Winter of Our Discontent;
we'll always remember 1996 as "the winter of our disconnect."
Each year we send this December newsletter to an additional 13,000 people beyond the 6,000 folks on our regular mailing list. We hope it finds all of you
filled with joy as your hearts see the light of the manger.
FINANCES
I begin this report with thanksgiving to all of you who supported
Whitworth in 1996. You made many students' dreams come true by raising
the accessibility and quality of a Whitworth education. They and we thank
you.
Most of the money matters on our minds right now have to do with ice
storm issues. Until Vice President for Business Affairs Tom Johnson
finishes working his way through a labyrinth of insurance guidelines and
regulations, we won't know exactly what our net losses look like. At last
count, we had lost 115 trees, with one of them demolishing a car when it fell.
The buildings were spared and our only real physical plant damage came
while covering calls on a frenzied switchboard by candlelight. Evidently,
wax dribbled into the board, and it had to be replaced.
One more observation about your financial support. This past Satur-
day, I heard the Governor of Utah, Mike Leavitt, speak about the proposed
Western Governors' Virtual University. One of the principal motivations
for the governors pursuing this initiative is the current cost of higher
education. We are doing everything we can to hold down our expenses in
order to keep Whitworth affordable. But without your support we would
not be competitive. I have no doubt that getting on the 'net and clicking on
British landmarks is an interesting and inexpensive way to learn (our
students and faculty take these beneficial trips daily). But given the choice
between a virtual tour as a part of a virtual course in a virtual university, and
marching into Westminster Abbey with Leonard Oakland on a study tour,
I want Leonard. Electronic learning is a great supplement but a bad
substitute, no matter how inexpensive. Our goal is to attract enough
financial support to the college so that students of all economic strata can
choose an education of heart and mind and Leonard.
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
At just about midnight last night, the Christmas-concert entourage
arrived home from a magnificent weekend in the Seattle area. The
decision to add a third concert this year on the West Side was endorsed
enthusiastically by full houses that raved at the music and worshipped with
our musicians. A program of majesty and simplicity was performed
exquisitely by our students, who rallied to overcome the loss of six practice
days to the ice storm. Under these difficult circumstances, Debbie Hansen,
our interim choir director, superbly drew together all of the people and
ideas needed to make the concert another great success. I have become
convinced that the acclaim this concert receives is a result not only of what
people hear from the voices and instruments of our talented students, but
also of what they hear from within themselves as the reality of the
incarnation moves from the hearts of the students into the hearts of those
whom they lead in worship. One of the best parts of my job is having an
excuse to attend all the Christmas concerts, and this year's performances
bring additional joy to me as Bonnie Robinson is filling in on the organ,
giving Michael Young a much-deserved year off. Our deep appreciation
goes to all of the people who make the Christmas concert a highlight of the
Whitworth experience.
Senior tenor Wade Baker and junior pianist Rebecca Uejio both won
major music competitions recently. Wade's award allows him to corn-
pete at the national level for the Metropolitan Opera Award, and Rebecca
will perform with the Washington-Idaho Symphony.
Preparation for our 10-year regional accreditation visit has begun.
Communication Studies Professor Gordon Jackson has been named chair
of the accreditation steering committee that will help prepare Whitworth
for the September 1998 visit. I'm confident we will see our accreditation
renewed, but it is important that we use the self-study process for benefits
that go beyond external validation.
This fall, for the first time, the English Department is offering an
honors section of Reading Literature. This special section is open to
those students who receive a score of four or five on their advanced
placement English exams. Fifteen students have accepted the challenge
and have found the course, led by English Instructor Mary Elliott, to be
rigorous but great fun.
We received a wonderful report from English Professor Leonard
Oakland outlining the activities of this semester's British Isles Study
Tour. Highlights included visiting all the medieval castles ever built by
Edward! in Wales (part of a course led by History Professor Corliss Slack);
studying artworks and sketching cathedrals in Edinburgh, Glasgow, Durham,
and London (a course taught by Art Professor Barbara Fib); backstage
tours after performances given by the Royal Shakespeare Company in
Stratford; five days in Oxford, including choral evensong worship services
in several Oxford chapels; and traipsing all over London with Leonard to
fill the requirements of his English course, "London from Charles Dickens
to Virginia Woolf." Whitworth semester-abroad study tours have become
an important and distinctive part of the college curriculum.
Thanks to those of you who have made contributions to the Whitworth
Jazz Ensemble's Australia trip. The group will be representing the
United States at the Melbourne Jazz Festival during the week ofJanuary 21-
27, and members are busy raising money to fund the trip.
ADMISSIONS AND ENROLLMENT
As of December 1, we had received 160 applications for "early decision"
for the fall of 1997, and an additional 172 regular applications. We are right
where we hoped to be in the size and quality of this year's application pool.
In this vein, we are grateful to you for putting a mind-and-heart education
within financial reach for many of these students who very much want to
attend Whitworth College.
Parents, our Financial Aid Office is gearing up for 1997-98 awarding.
Be watching for Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
renewal forms to arrive by mail during December and the first part of
January.
"Whitworth Night" in Honolulu on November 26 was a great success.
As I mentioned in the last Mind and Heart, this is a very important event,
and this year's was well attended by students and parents alike. Thanks to
all the Hawaii alumni, parents and friends who worked so hard to make our
week in Hawaii successful. I felt somewhat guilty about the fact that! felt no
guilt whatsoever about missing out on the last half of the power outage in
Spokane. Our home was without power for nine days and, frankly, I can
think of no better place to ride out the storm than on a tropical island.
STUDENT LIFE
At the moment, I suspect most of the students would say the term
"student life" is an oxymoron and the term "student panic" is
redundant. In other words, 90 percent of our students are studying 90
percent of the time. Lost classroom time, coupled with end-of-semester
pressures, doesn't leave much time for soap operas and bridge. So they're
working pretty hard — at least that's what they're telling you parents and
us. I do notice that the sound of Christmas carols and a couple of inches of
fresh powder tend to divert them toward less rigorous activities, but the
students are really working right now, and for the most part, they're getting
their breaks at the athletic, musical, and Christmas events that are part of
the season.
ATHLETICS
(Thanks to Terry Mitchell for doing this section. Her schedule today is only
slightly less chaotic than mine.)
The men's 1996 NAIA National Runner-Up basketball team is off to a
fast 5-1 start. After winning the Lewis-Clark State Tournament (where
junior transfer Ben Heimerman was named tournament MVP after a
26-point, 17-rebound championship game), the guys were off to Hawaii to
play NAIA Division I teams Brigham Young University Hawaii (ranked
fourth in the nation) and Hawaii Pacific (ranked seventh). After a slow start
against B YU, the Bucs took on highly favored Hawaii Pacific. Junior point
guard Sean Weston lit it up in his best game as a Buc (so far), and his
teammates responded to his leadership by thumping HPU 89-79. The
headline in the next morning's Honolulu paper read, "HPU surprised by
little-Whitworth." If these first few games — and last Saturday's hard-
fought 79-73 conference win over Whitman — are any indication, "little
Whitworth" will be surprising quite a few people this year.
Our women's basketball team beat Whitman last weekend, routing the
Missionaries 85-48. The women are 3-2 overall, 1-0 in the conference, with
seniors Jen Tissue, Sherri Northington and Rebecca Moore leading the way.
The women lost a close one to the Montana Tech Orediggers (yes, that's really
the team's name), then played in a tournament at Lewis-Clark State, beating
Eastern Oregon State 93-80 in the opener and losing a squeaker to L.C. State
in the championship game. Then came Whitman in the aforementioned
conference opener on the snowiest night of the year (so far). The Bucs sent
the Missionaries packing with a decisive Whitworth win, and last night the
Pirates went on the road and beat Seattle U. The women are aiming for a
trip to Nationals in March, and the early returns look good.
The swim teams are gearing up for a return to action. After a 115-90 loss
in their meet against last year's NAIA National Champion UPS Loggers
(the only team to finish ahead of the Pirates), the men' steam beat Evergreen
State handily, winning every event. Standouts for the Bucs in these two
meets included Jeff and Jerry Rice, Guy Mikasa and Ben Swinehart. The
women also lost at UPS, 129-74, and they, too, went on to shut out ESC.
Jan Okada won three events and Shannon Braun took the 100-meter
freestyle vs. UPS; Jan, Sarah Ewan, Meagan Williams and Leah Stenerson
excelled at ESC. Both teams will compete at home on January 11 against
Lewis & Clark College. Many of our best swimmers are returning this year,
and they're ready to make another run at that national championship.
Our athletes are winning awards right and left. In women's soccer,
senior Jen Tissue was named NCIC Player of the Year (her fourth
consecutive year on the All-Conference first team); joining her on that team
are seniors Haley Nichols and Amber Young, junior Marilyn Piduch and
sophomore Chrisanne Roseleip. In men's soccer, senior Rio Three Stars
and sophomores Matt Leonard and Craig Ito were named to the All-NCIC
first team. In volleyball, seniors Sherri Northington and Renee Williams
and junior Brenda Clinesmith received All-NCIC honorable mentions.
And in football, seniors Travis Ernst and Ryan Buxton and junior Travis
Torco received All-NCIC first-team honors; seniors Brion Williams and
Casey Clark and junior Dave Glenn were named to the second team; and
senior Cody McCanna and freshmen Andy Clark and Mitch Ellerd earned
honorable mentions. Congratulations to these student-athletes!
1996 HIGHLIGHTS
This is the first time I have had a section like this in Mind and Heart. I
thought it might be fun for you to know some of the things that we found
especially pleasing in 1996: * The record-breaking retention rate for the
1995 freshman class * An extraordinary number of honors going to music
students and music ensembles * Our ranking, once again, in the Top 10
out of 140 regional universities in the West (U.S. News and World Report)
* Our men's basketball team's run at an NAIA National Championship
(we lost the championship game in overtime) and the men's swim team's
finish as NAIA National Runners-up * Tom Dodd (men's swimming) and
Warren Friedrichs (men's basketball) being named NAIA National Coaches
of the Year * Our balanced budget and the addition of $3 million in gifts
and pledges to our plant fund, as well as the growth of our endowment by
$4.6 million through gifts, bequests and capital appreciation * Reports
from many of the finest universities in the country that textbooks written
and edited by Whitworth faculty members are receiving heavy use *
Several coveted grants coming to the college in areas that will enable
continued strengthening of our academic quality * A parade of students
who walked across the Opera House stage with diplomas in hand and with
the Whitworth mission stamped on their hearts and minds.
(I'm sure I've left off a number of notable events from this spontaneous list,
but it does identify several moments of joy we experienced this past year.)
DATES TO REMEMBER
December 21 - January 5 Christmas Break
January 6 Jan Term Begins
January 22 - February 1 Chancel Drama Tour to California
February 3 Spring Semester Begins
I received a thank-you note yesterday from a mother whose son reported to
her that during his first semester at Whitworth, he was simultaneously
stretched and strengthened both intellectually and spiritually. I pass this
expression of appreciation on to you. Without the involvement of the
alumni and friends of Whitworth, we would not witness these kinds of
successes. So thanks to you and God bless you during this holiday season.
indeart
A MONTHLY UPDATE FROM PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON, WHITVVORTH COLLEGE
FEBRUARY 1996
Last month I shot off my mouth about our warm weather and caused record-breaking cold in the entire nation. Also, you can forget what I
said about our utility bills. I'm pleased to report that the college experienced minimal damage from the arctic temperatures, but we also
discovered that our heating capacity is not equal to minus-24-degree temperatures. Everything now appears to be back to normal as we begin
the spring semester. Thanks to those of you who sent warm notes of encouragement this month. We send expressions of gratitude to all of
you who demonstrate your care for Whitworth College in so many different ways.
ACADEMICS
Omitted from last month's list of Jan Term classes was Sociology
Professor Raja Tanas's tour to Israel. They had a great trip. Raja was
born in Bethlehem and offered a special perspective on the social and
political activities in that part of the world.
We received provisional approval from the Northwest Association of
Schools and Colleges to offer a B.A. in Organizational Management
using a non-traditional schedule and the cohort model. The program,
which is scheduled to begin this fall, is designed for people with two years
of prior college experience who are looking for a format that respects the
demands of work and family. Although very rigorous, this high-quality
program will be ideal for highly motivated adults who are interested in
completing the bachelor's degree in a management-related area. Please
contact our Continuing Studies Office or our Business Department if you
would like more information.
The forensics team is going wild! Whitworth's team is ranked in the top
25 in the country by the National Parliamentary Debate Association
(which includes all colleges and universities, regardless of size). Brian
Boyle, Ben Cassidy and Rebecca Ricards are winning everything in sight;
and Laura Walker won the prestigious William 0. Douglas event last
weekend at the Western Washington University tournament. Coach Mike
Ingram, a national leader in forensics, has done a great job with the
program. Go, Bucs!
Good news on the grants front: Susan Power Bratton, Whitworth's
Lindaman Chair for Science, Technology and Society, has written a grant
resulting in our participation in a global stewardship project with 12 other
schools from the Coalition of Christian Colleges and Universities. The
project is funded by the Pew Charitable Trusts. Her second grant, funded
by the Washington State Campus Compact program, will enable the
development of a service-learning component in three of our existing
science courses.
Other recent grants include $25,000 from the Carl M. Hansen Foun-
dation (which has been so generous to Whitworth over the years) for
pre-engineering scholarships and the English Reading Endowment;
$100,000 from friends of Whitworth and Spokane's Uptown Opera
to establish a formal partnership between Uptown Opera and Whitworth
College through staffing, internships, workshops, and promotional activi-
ties; and $30,000 over the next two years from the Council for the
Advancement of Private Higher Education to help support a project
addressing faculty roles, faculty rewards and institutional priorities.
STUDENT LIFE
The month of February is packed, as will be the Fieldhouse for "Pack
the Gym Night" this Friday, when the men's basketball team battles Lewis
and Clark College of Portland for the NCIC championship. Sumo suits,
bungee racing, and human bowling are but a few examples of our commitment
to provide serious intellectual exchange for our budding scholars.
Anyone who's ever attended Whitworth's International Banquet
knows that our international students put on a great show. This year's
banquet will be held March 2 at 5 p.m. in the Fieldhouse. We invite you
to come and see your friends, enjoy exciting live entertainment and have
a great meal.
Spokane Community College President James Williams spoke on
campus as a part of Black History Month. At the invitation of the Black
Student Union, he reviewed for us the 100 years of African-American
history in education since the Plessy vs. Ferguson decision (1896) sanc-
tioned the separate-but-equal doctrine that was upheld until Brown vs. the
Board of Education of Topeka in 1954.
February 20-27 is Career Week. A number of activities, including a
career fair hosted by Spokane businesses, will help students develop their
job-acquisition skills.
ADMISSIONS AND ENROLLMENT
Freshman applications for the fall of '96 have almost caught up to the
record number we had received a year ago at this time. With transfer
and international students on pace, it looks as though we will be in a good
position by the March 1 application deadline.
On Sunday and Monday, April 14 and 15, the Office of Enrollment
Services is sponsoring Sneak Preview for high school juniors and their
parents. This weekend provides a great opportunity for high school
students to get a taste of college classes, campus activities, dorm life and
Leavitt cuisine. Registration forms for the limited number of spaces can
be obtained by calling our Office of Admissions.
In the next two months our Financial Aid Office will send out more
than 1,200 award packages to accepted freshmen. The recipients of
these awards will then determine if Whitworth is within their financial
reach. In spite of our efforts to hold down tuition and our students'
4ttempts to increase the amount of money they earn and borrow, a
significant number of students simply cannot afford to pay for a Whitworth
education. This is a very perplexing situation in which we and other
independent colleges find ourselves, but it heightens our appreciation for
your support. Your generosity enables us to provide financial aid that
makes a Whitworth education accessible to a broader range of students.
FINANCES
We are delighted with your support of this year's Annual Fund. We
are well ahead of last year and bucking the trend of declining unrestricted
giving to charitable enterprises. Several gifts of appreciated stock lead us
to believe that the bull market in equities is helping annual giving.
Incidentally, a number of Whitworth friends have used annuity contracts
and charitable trusts to avoid taxes and increase the income derived from
highly appreciated stocks.
ATHLETICS
Watching this year's men's basketball team is pure joy. The men are
currently ranked fifth in the nation, having come off a three-point road
victory against Whitman and two overtime victories against Linfield and
Willamette. Coach Warren Friedrichs, in his 1 1 th year, needs just one
more win this weekend for another NCIC championship. The Bucs (18-4,
10-2) take on second-place Lewis and Clark and fourth-place Pacific
Lutheran. Starters Nate Dunham, Roman Wickers, Jeff Arkills, Gabe
Jones and Nate Williams have led the team, with excellent support off the
bench. This is not a particularly big or tall team, but they are unequaled in
hustle and savvy.
The women's basketball team has had a tough year but it is still
mathematically possible for them to earn an NCIC playoff spot. They
are currently 4-8 in the conference, and need a pair of wins this weekend,
plus a bit of bad luck to befall a couple of other teams, to make it into a
four-way tie for fourth place. The top four places make the playoffs.
Jennifer Tissue and Sherri Northington continue to lead the women's
team, with Sherri ranking 12th in the nation in rebounding, averaging 11.2
per game. In her second year, Coach Helen Higgs continues to provide
excellent leadership for a young, and pretty inexperienced, club.
Our Nordic ski team has qualified for nationals in its first year. Along
with other Western teams from Whitman and the Air Force Academy, the
Whitworth team has been invited to the national meet in Mt. Snow,
Vermont. Because skiing is a club sport, our task is now to find travel
funds. Leading skiers on this year's Alpine team included downhiller
Alisun Knowles, who made it to regionals in her event, Tayt Knowles,
John Andonian and Mike Stevens.
Great news from our men's and women's swim teams: The men scored
a decisive 120-85 victory over Linfield, ending the Wildcats' streak of
consecutive dual-meet wins at 39 (they hadn't lost one in the last five
years). Jeremiah Pappe led the men, winning the 100- and 200-meter
freestyles, Jeff Rice swam his best time this season and won the 100-meter
butterfly event, and John Rasmussen, Dan Welch and Jeff Rice came in
1-2-3 in the 100-meter breaststroke. The women also scored an impres-
sive victory at Linfield, 124-79, with Jan Okada, Dorian Reese, Liza
Rachetto, Shannon Braun and Carley Bush doing their usual great job of
leading the team. The men are tied for first in the conference with Linfield,
and the women are in second, right behind PLU, as both teams head into
the conference championship meet here at Whitworth February 22-24.
I've been able to attend our home meets, and you wouldn't believe the
excitement. We hope you can join us for the conference championships.
MISCELLANEOUS
We have received word that former trustee Rev. W. Wilson Rasco
died recently. Rev. Rasco, former executive of the Presbyterian Church's
Alaska Northwest Synod and Senior Pastor at Millwood Presbyterian,
helped found Northwest Harvest. A graduate of Whitworth, Bill was a
tireless servant of Christ for many years. He is survived by his wife, Faith,
of Mercer Island, Wash.
I was in Washington, D.C., last week attending an annual meeting of
independent college and university presidents, a group which reviews
public policy and calls on legislators. Highlights of the trip included a
great meeting with almost 30 area alumni, a very helpful visit with our
Congressional Representative, George Nethercutt, and good presenta-
tions from Washington officials, including an hour with President Clinton.
For a fleeting moment, my self-esteem skyrocketed when, as I met the
President, he addressed me by my name. I immediately returned to
earth when I remembered that a nametag the size of Wisconsin was
tacked on my chest. It is impossible for me to think about Washington
and Olympia without feeling deep concern for state and federal
student-aid programs. In spite of our best efforts to hold down
expenses and your generous provision of revenue, the cost of educat-
ing students for the 21st century is rising. Without external support, we
question whether students aiming for lower-paying service careers
will be able to afford the debts they will incur at the schools that
specialize in preparing students for service — schools like Whitworth.
We need to build our endowment and push for supportive public policy
if we hope to continue to prepare teachers, ministers and other social
servants to do their important work in our world.
Our thoughts and prayers go out to the many Northwesterners
who have been hit by the recent flooding. Last night, Bonnie and I
had a late-night Valentine snack at a restaurant on the banks of the
Spokane River. The river, at its highest level in two decades, roared
relentlessly, barely clearing the bottom of the footbridge just east of
Monroe.
DATES TO REMEMBER
February 20-27
March 2
March 18-22
March 25
March 28-31
April 7
April 13
April 25-26
May 5
May 7
May 17-19
Career Week
International Banquet
Whitworth Spring Break
Wind & Jazz Concert
Theatre Production
Easter
Luau
Board of Trustees
Bloomsday
Jazz Choir Concert
Commencement Weekend
I think George Whitworth would be feeling pretty good about his
college today. Along with the growing recognition we are receiving
for academic excellence, many of us sense a stirring of God's spirit
among our students. On three separate occasions yesterday I spoke
with graduating seniors who referred to the deepening of their faith as
one of Whitworth's central effects in their lives. Thanks to all of you
for your support of a heart-and-mind education.
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A MONTHLY UPDATE FROM PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON, WHITWORTH COLLEGE
JANUARY 1996
Too often I find myself writing this newsletter en route. I need more inertia in my life. Chances are that January will never be particularly sedentary. As
students and faculty fan out around the world for Jan Term, the number of campus meetings recedes, and it becomes a pretty harmless time to be gone for
those of us who need to travel. This weekend, I'll be meeting with alumni, friends, prospective students, and current students in the Southwest United States
... extremely southwest ("aloha" southwest). I hope those of you in the East are digging out successfully. In Spokane, we've had zero snow and warm
temperatures — bad for skiing, good for utility bills. But apparently that changed last night —I hear the mercury has plunged and the campus is now covered
with an eight-inch white blanket. Timing is everything. We send you warm wishes for a very happy new year.
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
I thought you might enjoy a listing of the Jan Term courses being
offered off campus and led by faculty. They'll make you wish you were still
in college. The courses are listed in the order in which they appear in the
catalog. In the next M & H, I'll report additional activities in the academic
areas.
"Prejudice Across America," with Dr. Jim Waller, is an Amtrak tour for
16 students traveling around the country to the sites historically connected
to the sickness or cure of prejudice (primarily racism, sexism and anti-
Semitism). This class has received a good bit of media attention, so you
might see reports on CNN or CBS.
"Field Ecology: Baja," with Dr. Dean Jacobson, provides an opportunity
for 22 students to study the ecology of the Baja Peninsula. The students
work from a base camp located in a small coastal village on the Sea of
Cortez.
"Multicultural Education: San Francisco," with Dr. Ross Cutter, fo-
cuses on the history, contributions and traditions of minority cultures
through teaching and observing children of other cultures. San Francisco
has proved to be an excellent setting for this course.
"Domain of the Arts/English: San Francisco," with Dr. Laura Bloxham,
allows students to experience musical, dramatic, cinematic, artistic and
dance events firsthand and then integrate those experiences into their daily
class sessions.
"American Studies: San Francisco," with Ms. Ann Dentler, is offered
exclusively for our international students and uses the laboratory of San
Francisco to explore American culture.
"CORE 250 — Western Civilization II: The Rationalist Tradition,"
with Drs. Forrest Baird and Tammy Reid, has become a very popular Jan
Term offering. This course explores the development of Western intellec-
tual history "on site" in Italy, Switzerland, France and England.
"British Culture Through Music," with Dr. Randi Von Ellefson, takes
our students to London, Stratford, Oxford and Coventry to hear and discuss
the performances of some of the world's best orchestras, choruses and
soloists performing music from the Renaissance through the 20th century.
"British Culture Through Theatre," with Dr. Rick Hornor, is, like the
class mentioned above, sensory overload at its finest. Every day brings a
different performance and an examination of some aspect of theatre. The
crowning event of this tour may be the time the students spend in Stratford
with the Royal Shakespeare Company.
"Multicultural Education: Hawaii," with Dr. Gordon Watanabe, is for
students in the School of Education. I'm pretty sure this class is a large
boondoggle for Gordon, so I'll check up on him this weekend.
"Cross-Cultural Psychology: Hawaii," with Dr. Bill Johnson, is a Jan
Term staple that has been offered for many years. This class studies
culture's influence on human behavior and development, particularly from
the perspectives of the six primary ethnic groups.
"Jazz Workshop: Rome," with Dr. Dan Keberle, takes Whitworth's
award-winning Jazz Ensemble to Rome for studies and performances in
conjunction with the American University, where Dan's brother, David, is
an instructor. While in Rome, the Jazz Ensemble will perform with some
Italian jazz stars at Big Mama's, one of the top jazz clubs in the city.
"Christian Spirituality: Tall Timber Ranch," with Dr. Jerry Sittser,
takes place in a beautiful setting on the edge of the Glacier Park Wilderness
overlooking Leavenworth, Wash. There the students study the history,
theology and practice of spirituality.
ADMISSIONS AND ENROLLMENT
Our indicators look as though we will be in good shape when we start
a waiting list for fall enrollment on March 1. Because we will have 50 fewer
freshman spaces than we had this year, we will close admissions at a lower
number of acceptances. Our biggest problem this year has been that several
personnel changes, along with changes in postal handling, have lengthened
the time between our receipt of an inquiry and the inquirer's receipt of his
or her admissions materials. We hope this gap doesn't cause a significant
decline in the inquiry-to-application ratio. Ken Moyer, our very able
director of Admissions, says we'll be caught up in that office by the end of
the month; so we should have a better picture by the next newsletter.
This fall's retention rate of last year's freshman class was a record-setter,
and we have an unusually high number of Jan Term registrations. This
registration situation is the first indicator that we'll maintain this very
positive retention trend.
STUDENT LIFE
It is with deep grief that we report the death of freshman Karen
Gallaway, a glowing and loved member of our Whitworth family. Karen
was killed over the holidays in a tragic accident when she was struck by
another skier at the 49 Degrees North ski area. Please pray for her family
and for us all as we adjust to life without Karen.
We're very pleased with the first-semester feedback on the new
Campus Center. It is proving to be all that we had hoped. We're still
learning about staffing, hours and usage, but the entire campus community
has enjoyed this great new gathering place. Our next job is to complete
Phase II, which will give us a much-needed new dining commons. Last
month, Board Chair Chuck Boppell and I made a call during which a
supporter of the college pledged $1 million toward the completion of Phase
II. This commitment leaves us only $1.5 million short of the funds needed
to cover Phase II' s $4.5 million price tag. In the coming months, we will be
pouring our fund-raising efforts into this project.
FINANCES
Thanks to all of you who made gifts to Whitworth in December. It
turned out to be a very good month, as we exceeded our fund-raising goal
by more than $50,000. At the halfway point of our fiscal year, we are right
on track with the budget. Of the $1.2 million we've budgeted in the Annual
Fund, we've received approximately $630,000. Thank you so much!
Many people are working hard to bring closure to the New Era
situation. At the Board of Trustees meeting last fall, the Board voted to set
aside the surplus we received through our relationship with New Era. Not
only did we anticipate a time when we might have to return these funds, but
we were also morally uncomfortable retaining money that was extracted
from other charities rather than given by donors. Although there have been
several erroneous reports in the media concerning the bankruptcy trustee's
expectations, we have hope that the trustee will support a plan in which a
payback of these funds will end our involvement in this situation. I'll let
you know if something definitive happens.
I would like to offer an explanation and an apology. Both last year and
this year, I've received a few comments from supporters of Whitworth who
were offended by our inclusion of an Annual Fund return envelope in our
Christmas card mailing. We do this as a convenience and as a reminder.
Personally, I don't interpret reminders of a college's need for support in a
negative way (and you wouldn't want me to). But we can see how people
might find this inappropriate, and the last thing we want to do is offend the
generous people who support us. We apologize if you were discomforted
by this.
ATHLETICS
(Because I'm traveling, I asked Terry Mitchell to pen this section. We both
have a fondness for hyperbole when it comes to Whitworth Athletics.)
The men's basketball team is ranked seventh in the country. With a 12-
3 record (4-1 in conference), the Bucs are just a game behind Pacific for the
NCIC lead. Senior Nate Dunham is leading the charge, with 17.3 ppg
(seventh in the NCIC), 8.4 rbg (first), and a terrific 62.6% field goal
percentage (second). Senior Roman Wickers and junior Nate Williams are
also playing well; Roman averages 14.5 ppg and is third in the conference
in assists with 3.9 per game. Nate (perhaps that should be Nate H) follows
with 13.5 ppg and a 54% three-point field goal percentage; he's right
behind senior John Beckman, who leads the NCIC with an excellent 58.3%
success rate from three-point land. With a homestand coming up in early
February, Bucs fever is taking over the campus.
Helen Higgs' women's team is struggling a bit. After a big OT win over
nationally ranked NCAA Division II Seattle Pacific, Coach Higgs' team
is ironing out the kinks and getting ready to shine in the second half of the
season. Junior Sheri Northington leads the team with a 55.9 field goal
percentage (first in the NCIC), 10.4 rpg (tied for first) and 13.6 ppg (eighth).
Junior Jennifer Tissue heads up the Buc scorers with 16.5 ppg (third in the
NCIC); her 4.3 assists-per-game average gives her another third-place spot
on the conference stat sheet. With no seniors and lots of new players, the
team is just getting it together; the home crowds will be out in force to cheer
the women on during their February homestands.
Our swimmers are gearing up for several impending home meets. After
their holiday sojourn to Santa Cruz, where they very nearly beat a
University of California team with 50 swimmers to our 19, both the men's
and the women's teams are ready to go up against our tough NAIA
competition. On the women's side, Jan Okada, Shannon Braun and Carley
Bush are setting high standards for their teammates. For the men, Guy
Mikasa and the Rice brothers, Jerry and Jeff, continue to provide strong
team leadership. Our next home meet is February 10 against the Whitman
Missionaries — and we love to beat the Missionaries.
The ski team is ecstatic about all of this new powder. They've begun
their season, and Coach Jim Nendel is pumped to see a good turnout and a
lot of promising skiers. In men's Alpine competition, Tait Knowles, atop-
10 finisher last year, is a strong team leader. Alison Knowles, Tait's sister,
is also a promising downhiller, finishing 19th out of 80-plus skiers at the
team's first meet. This year's team also welcomes one of the Northwest's
best Nordic skiers in Jake Ostman; Jake won the freestyle event and came
in third in the classic 15K at McCall, Idaho, last week. According to Coach
Nendel, "We need all kinds of help, from more skiers to support for our
Nordic team's trip to Nationals in March. We're looking forward to a great
season!"
In addition to hitting their opponents, our football players also hit the
books. Junior defensive lineman Scott Hanson, a history major, was named
to the NAIA Academic All-America Team, along with junior quarterback
and math major Jake Haley. And sociology major Travis Torco, a sopho-
more defensive back, received Academic All-America honors from the
Columbia Football Association. Congratulations to these fine scholar-
athletes.
MISCELLANEOUS
During the week of January 15th, Whitworth joined the Spokane
community in a stirring celebration of the life of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. From singing in a massed choir to participating in an end-to-
racism march downtown, Whitworth students, faculty and staff devoted
their time and energies to remembering the work of Dr. King and spreading
his message of love, respect and acceptance throughout the community.
Local barber Paul Duffy called this morning to say that Whitworth
students are "the best." I agree!
Thanks again for your support. With awe and gratitude, we sense the hand
of God on Whitworth College. I hope 1996 brings you a steady awareness
of God's caress.
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A MONTHLY UPDATE FROM PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON, WHITWORTH COLLEGE
juLY/AuGUST 1996
Warm summer greetings to all of you. A large high-pressure system moved into Spokane two months ago and has been resting here ever since. Only twice
has precipitation been able to pierce its way through these clear blue skies. As usual during the summer months, we need rain. Last week I was in Chicago
during a 24-hour period in which they received more rain than Spokane has seen in 1996. Summer residents and visitors to the college have become quite
skilled in Whitworth's dodge-the-sprinkler agility dash. Two days ago, I was catching my breath and feeling rather smug after darting over to the campus
entrance. As I turned to review my victorious sprint, I was deluged from behind by a Whitworth Presbyterian Church sprinkler. In a baptismal sense, the
experience was far more Baptist than Presbyterian. Oh, well — the net effect of our watering is lush green grass, brilliantly hued flowers, more aerobically
fit employees, and at least one person who came home from work cleaner than when he left.
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
Higher education in America is in the incipient stages of a monumen-
tal change, and its history of moving at glacial speed will not satisfy an
increasingly value-conscious public. This newsletter is neither the right
forum nor a suitable format to paint a broad-stroke picture of what is
coming, but, by borrowing from a recent memo I sent to our board of
trustees, I would like to report what I see as imminent implications for
Whitworth: "In taking the long view at the academic area of the college,
I see a fundamental transition we will need to make. We have positioned
ourselves as a teaching college where research is a valued activity in
support of teaching. (This position differs from the research universities
in which teaching is often secondary to research in the value scheme of the
professors.) Over the next several years, we will need to see ourselves as
more of a "learning" institution in which teaching will be seen as a means
to our highest end, i.e. student learning. This shift in no way minimizes
teaching; it simply means that being an effective teacher may mean
pointing students to other resources that help them learn more effectively
than our direct teaching. It means the role of a professor will broaden and
become more outcome-oriented. The question, 'What best helps my
students learn?' will reign as a better question than 'What best helps me
teach?' Many times the answer will be the same, but when it isn't, the
answer to the first question needs to be the one that wins."
We have a new academic affairs leadership team in place for 1996-97.
Serving as the interim vice president for academic affairs will be Tammy
Reid, who has worked very effectively as associate dean for the past eight
years. Interim associate deans covering the duties of academic affairs
include Gary Whisenand, registrar; Kathy Storm, vice president for
student life; Laura Bloxham, professor of English; and Dale Soden,
associate professor of history and director of continuing studies. This
talented group of people will not only provide operational leadership for the
college, but will also help me assess the kind of structure and skills needed in
academic affairs for us to strengthen our ability to prepare our students' hearts
and minds for service in the 21st century.
The University of Chicago's gain will become Whitworth's loss when
the new academic year begins. After 12 years of building one of the
finest choral programs in the West, Randi Von Ellefson, professor of
music, has been appointed director of choral activities and conductor of
the Rockefeller Chapel Choir at the U. of C. We expect Randi to become
Chicago's choral version of Sir George Solti in no time at all. Leading the
Whitworth choir this year will be Debbie Hansen, who did a great job in
the same role during Randi's last sabbatical. We believe this position will
attract superb applicants as we begin a search in the fall.
We have almost finalized our roster of "temporary" full-time faculty
appointments for the new year. These positions are created largely by
leaves of absence or sabbatical leave departures, and by resignations
submitted too late to allow a search for permanent replacements. The total
number of new full-time spots we need to fill in the fall includes the
vacancies left by tenured professor Randi Von Ellefson and by five non-
tenured faculty members to whom we bid farewell: Gerry Duffy, educa-
tion; Auleen Lutes, education; Scott Adkins, music; Glena Schubarth,
psychology; and Paula Kreider, education.
We have received great news from the M.J. Murdock Charitable
Trust that we are being funded with a $225,000 grant to support under-
graduate research in the natural sciences. Seven of our science faculty will
conduct research projects that engage the talent and interests of our science
majors. Murdock continues to be the single greatest external source of support
for the development of science and technology at Whitworth.
The retirement dinner for Dave Hicks, biology professor, will take
place this weekend. Among other things, we will be giving Dave a book
of memory pages. If you would like to contribute to this keemake, just call
the Alumni Office (466-3799 or 1-800-532-4668), and they'll send you a
form. Even though you can't make the August 3 deadline, we can easily
add your pages to what will be presented at the dinner. Dave ,has enriched
so many lives during his 29 years at Whitworth that we want to do
everything possible to express our appreciation to him.
We hosted a very interesting new-faculty workshop for the Coalition
of Christian Colleges and Universities in June. Recently appointed
faculty members from across the country gathered to discuss the purpose
and mission of church-related higher education, as well as strategies for
integrating faith and learning. Many of the participants hold doctorates
from secular research universities and were helped greatly as Arthur
Holmes, Stan Gaede, and Harold Heie led seminars on viewing our
disciplines through a lens of Christian faith and thought. Attending from
Whitworth were Noel Wescombe, assistant professor of psychology,
Diana Trotter, assistant professor of theatre, and Julia Stronlcs, assistant
professor of history and political studies.
In other faculty news, our professors are using these summer months
for a variety of professional projects and academic conferences. A
sample of those attending conferences includes Ron Pyle, associate
professor of communication studies (Coalition of Christian Colleges and
Universities conference on communication in and beyond the Christian
college classroom, Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Mich.); John Falvey,
associate professor of international management (third annual conference
on multinational financial issues, Washington, D.C.); Melinda Larson,
assistant athletic trainer (National Athletic Trainers Association annual
clinic in Orlando, Florida); Walter "Spike" Grosvenor, professor of art
(Stained Glass Association of America conference in Nashville, Tenn.);
and Lee Anne Chaney, associate professor ofbiology, and Gordon Watanabe,
assistant professor of education (Washington Center cultural pluralism work-
shop in North Bend, Wash.).
ENROLLMENT
It looks as if we are going to undershoot our enrollment target by 20
to 30 students this fall. We experienced a very high number of cancella-
tions from freshmen students who had identified Whitworth as their first
choice. We have survey data from 144 of these students, and as of this
writing the overwhelming cause of cancellation is financial. On the bright
side, our applications were at an all-time high; so in solving this problem
our challenge is to keep building our quality, pursue ways to lower our
costs or increase our non-tuition revenues, and pass the net gains on to our
students. As daunting as this task appears, it has been my experience that
improving a weak conversion ratio is a better problem than trying to create
interest. I'm confident that next year we will hit our target. More students than
ever want to come to Whitworth; our job is to help them get here.
The quality indicators for this year's freshman class look excellent.
I'll report all of the final figures in the September Mind and Heart.
Whitworth has proved to be the springboard for another talented
professional. Ken Moyer, director of admissions, has accepted a cabinet-
level position at Hanover College in Indiana. Hanover is an excellent
college, and this position enables Ken to add new responsibilities to his
portfolio. Fred Pfursich, dean of enrollment services, will assume Ken's
duties and we will add an admissions counselor to the team. The rest of the
staff is intact and revved up for a big year.
•
FINANCES
Thanks to strong interest income, solid tuition revenue, disciplined
budget managers and your generosity, we have just completed our
21st consecutive year of balanced budgets. Although the audit is not
yet complete, we look to be in good shape, and we thank God for our
faithful supporters.
One of the few disappointments in last year's financial performance
was in Annual Fund giving. After being in good shape for most of the
year, we tailed off in May and June, causing us to fall short of our goal.
One of the major changes we made was in not doing a special year-end
Annual Fund mailing other than the May Mind and Heart. I believe this
strategy was my bright idea. Next time I'll keep my ideas to myself.
The biggest financial challenge facing us in the 1996-97 year is
raising $2 million for the completion of the Campus Center's Phase
H funding. We have $3 million in place, but we would enjoy several
financial advantages by starting construction next summer. Two years
ago we issued tax-exempt bonds in order to refinance our long- term debt
at a lower interest rate. A portion of the issue was earmarked for dining
facilities, with a three-year spending window. In order to avoid the hassle
and expense that kicks in after three years, we need to start turning dirt
by next summer. Frankly, I rather like the deadline pressure, but it will
turn into heat if we haven't made good progress six months from now. As
you might expect, you'll be hearing more from us.
This past January! mentioned the possibility of a new residence hall
that would pay for itself through the additional housing revenue it
would generate. We have concluded that the chaos 75 more residents
would create in Leavitt Dining Hall argues for the completion of Phase
II before we add any more beds on campus. We are now looking at a 1998
construction start date for the residence hall project.
STUDENT LIFE
Pre-registrations for September are very strong as we prepare for
our students' arrival. The student leadership team is promising an
Orientation Week filled with information and hilarity. This year's theme
is "Sowing the Seeds of the Heart and Mind," so we can definitely expect
an agrarian overtone. Based on Dayna Coleman's casting patterns for
Orientation Week skits of years gone by, my thespian skills could require
me to portray anything from the secretary of agriculture to a milk cow.
ATHLETICS
Whitworth's summer sports camps provided healthy recreation and
skills-training for hundreds of kids. Youngsters aged 7-18 learned
from the best as our own Helen Higgs, Warren Friedrichs, Rod Taylor,
John Tully, Bill Wagstaff and Gordy Toyama put them through their
paces. Most camp participants will continue to be involved in organized
sports through their schools and through such organizations as Spokane
Youth Sports and the AAU. (And we also hope, and expect, to see some
of these campers showing up on future Buc teams.)
Remember to save the date for Pirate Night!!! — coming in September
to a fieldhouse near you. This year's festivities — at which Whitworth's
own Sam Adams, legendary Bucs' player and coach, will be our keynote
speaker — will take place on Thursday, Sept. 19, beginning at 5:30 p.m.
Marriott will serve a great dinner, our auctioneer will offer terrific items
for sale, and Dr. Adams will provide the evening's inspirational message.
We hope to see you in the Whitworth Fieldhouse as we celebrate and
support our fine athletics program. Incidentally, next weekend our daugh-
ter Brenna, son Ben and I cash in on the Mary Lynn and Bill Coleman fly-
fishing trip we bought at last year's Pirate Night. The trout in Sun Valley,
Idaho, had better be discriminating about their forthcoming diets.
MISCELLANEOUS
The 21st annual Whitworth Institute of Ministry was a resounding
success. More than 200 people attended, and many participated in excel-
lent workshops led by John Mulder, president of Louisville Seminary;
Marianne Meye Thompson, professor at Fuller Seminary; Donald
McCullough, president of San Francisco Seminary; and Daniel Sharp,
minister of music at St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church in Newport Beach,
California. Our congratulations and thanks go out to Dean Terry McGonigal,
Adm. Director Elsa Distelhorst, Adm. Assistant Julie Thompson, and all
the other members of the Institute's advisory group and staff. All five of
us Robinsons were very involved and extremely enriched.
My final message to you is one of great joy. Mathematics Professor
Howard Gage is back from his trip to Sweden and I bet he could balance
a quarter on his nose. A different gait carries Howard past our window on
his way to school and church. He moves in a steady march and reports that
even his fine motor skills have improved. God has answered our prayers,
touched our hearts, and graced Howard with improved health. Howard,
Judy, Brian and Julie have asked that I pass along to you their deep
appreciation for your prayer and support.
DATES TO REMEMBER
September 19 Pirate Night III
October 18 Jazz Ensemble Concert with Gene Harris
October 18-20 Homecoming Weekend
Oct. 31 — Nov. 3 Fall Theatre Production, Cotton Patch Gospel
Thanks again for your help in making 1995-96 such a good year. Whit-
worth is in a strong position. Demand for our mission of conviction and
curiosity will grow rather than diminish. Our faculty is very talented and
more nimble than most in combating inertia. We have good momentum
and good people. I have just spent two weeks studying the most recent
trends in higher education, and I feel better than ever about our future. If
we remain faithful to God, Whitworth will enjoy great success in nurturing
its sons and daughters. And how our terrorized world needs the peace of
Christ that blossoms in the hearts and minds of those who come to study
at Whitworth College.
indeart
A MONTHLY UPDATE FROM PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON, WHITWORTH COLLEGE
MARCH 1996
March Madness visited the Whitworth campus this year like no other time in our history. For those not into sports jargon, the term is only loosely related
to mental health. March Madness means tournament time; and three out of Whitworth's four winter sports brought home big prizes ... and all of us had a
blast. Our men's and women's swim teams finished second and fourth respectively in the national meet in San Antonio, and our men's basketball team played
in Idaho on national television for the championship of the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics, Division II. With a miraculous comeback, the
Bucs pushed the game into overtime, but eventually fell to a big, talented, well-coached (and well-scholarshipped) team from Albertson College of Idaho,
playing in their own backyard. But none of the 1,000 Whitworth fans at the game nor any of the rest of our folks who gathered for TV parties felt cheated.
Our guys played their hearts out while thousands of Whitworth fans went nuts. Even Dale Bruner was reported to be profoundly out of control. Thanks to
those of you who saw the game on TV and sent e-mail. To those of you who aren't terribly interested in athletics, sorry for the self-indulgence. The game
was only a few days ago and we're still glowing.
ACADEMICS
Four Whitworth faculty members have been awarded summer re-
search grants by the Pew Charitable Trust. Gordon Jackson's research
is titled "Beyond Judea and Samaria —Toward an Expanded Journalism
Ethic." Dale Soden will study "Religion and Public Policy in the North-
west," Doug Sugano will analyze "Social and Political Satire in the N-
Town Passion Plays," and Jim Waller will continue his research on
"Human Nature and Evildoing."
A '95 alumna sent an e-mail note reminding us of a recent honor
received by Whitworth Forensics Coach Mike Ingram. She writes, "He
received the Judge/Educator of the Year Award from the Northwest
Forensics Conference. This is the most prestigious award a coach can
receive and it shows that the rest of the Northwest values him as much as
we do." Under Mike's leadership, our forensics team took first place in
debate and second overall among the 16 colleges and universities in the
Northwest. March Smartness!
Judith Schoepflin has again been awarded a grant from the Washing-
ton Commission for the Humanities to feature performances of music
by women composers. For the past two years, Judith has superbly arranged
and performed in these events.
Does perspective exert more influence in some disciplines than in
others? Faculty members Bob Clark, Jean Pond, Jerry Sittser, Raja Tanas
and Diana Trotter stimulated a high-energy discussion at Faculty Develop-
ment Day this spring as faculty members examined the influence of
perspective in their fields.
ADMISSIONS AND ENROLLMENT
Good news from Admissions. As of March 1, our application deadline, we
had received 1,250 freshman applications, compared to 1,228 last year at
this time. The application pool also looks very strong academically. Even
though we have passed the March 1 deadline, it is probably still a good idea
for students who wish to attend Whitworth to apply. It is likely that we will
have spaces opening up in May that will allow us to grant admission to a
certain number of students on the waiting list.
Delays with the federal government in processing financial aid appli-
cations have slowed down the Financial Aid Office. We predict that by
mid-April all new students will have received their financial aid awards and
returning students will have theirs by mid-June.
On February 25, the Office of Admissions hosted over 220 visitors for
"Campus Close-Up '96." Most of the students in attendance were seniors
in the process of making their college decisions. The program enabled the
students and parents to attend information sessions on student life, academ-
ics, athletics, admissions and financial aid. Students, faculty and staff all
give enthusiastically of their time to make these visitation days successful.
The day held two highlights for me. First, I encountered an old friend whom
I hadn't seen for 23 years, whose daughter is looking at Whitworth. Second,
an unusually high number of parents told me how clear and positive
Whitworth seems to be about its mission. That's really good news.
STUDENT LIFE
No negative campaigning, very modest investments in election cam-
paigns, and no pressure from special interest groups— in these respects
the current student government election campaigns at Whitworth contrast
sharply with what's going on around us. Whitworth has been blessed with
excellent student leadership and, based on the current slate of candidates,
next year will be no exception.
A record number of our students participated in intramurals this year.
These aerobic activities and team sports help our students deal with current
pressures while encouraging lifelong exercise habits. Intramurals also
provided entertainment and confidence-building for the students who were
lucky enough to play against our 3-on-3 faculty basketball team.
One of the most poignant Forums I have ever attended was presented
by the students who went on Jim Waller's "Prejudice Across America"
Jan Term Amtrak study tour. Students reported witnessing stories and
symbols of injustice that would forever change their lives. This tour
received a remarkable amount of media attention, but the real stories were
the ones we heard from the hearts of the students in that Friday Forum.
Approximately 370 people attended this year's International Banquet
and enjoyed food and entertainment from the many countries represented
by our international students. This year's theme was "We Are the Crew of
the Earth." It was a wonderful evening.
FINANCES
Although revenues and expenses are on track with our budget, we
have seen a predictable dip in giving to the Annual Fund this past
month. Historically, our biggest giving month for Annual Fund con-
tributions has been June, the last month of our fiscal year. History
notwithstanding, we get a little nervous about this "just in time" giving
pattern and would like to see ourselves entering the end of the budget
year in a strong position. We always appreciate your support of the
Annual Fund.
A couple of years ago we decided to put the residence halls on a
five- to seven-year refurbishing cycle. Hence, one dorm each sum-
mer will undergo complete refurbishing. Although this schedule cre-
ates demands on labor and finances, it has been a great encouragement
to our students and has staggered the inevitable expenses created by
normal wear and tear.
ATHLETICS
With more than 300 institutions in the National Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics, it is beyond remarkable that one school
could have two national Coaches of the Year in the same season.
We do. Tom Dodd, who heads up both our men's and women's swim
teams, was named NAIA Men's Swimming Coach of the Year, and
Warren Friedrichs was honored as NAIA Men's Basketball Coach of
the Year. Congratulations to these two great coaches whose principles
and methods of success so well reflect the heart-and-mind mission of
Whitworth College. They are the first Whitworth coaches to receive
national Coach of the Year honors.
The Whitworth men's swim team finished second in the NAIA
National Swimming and Diving Competitions held last week in
San Antonio, Texas. For the first time in their history, the men
captured national championships in the 400 freestyle relay (Guy
Mikasa, Jerry Rice, Jeremiah Pappe and Jeff Rice) and in the men's
200 individual medley, won by Jeff Rice. Ironically, Jeff beat his twin
brother, Jerry (who finished second), for the first time ever in this
event. Maybe that's why these two identical twins fooled everyone at
the meet, except their teammates, by switching positions on the awards
stand (totally in character for the Rice brothers). Other high finishers
included John Rasmussen, Steve Schadt, and Dan Welch. All but one
of these guys captured more than one medal.
Whitworth's women's swim team finished fourth in the country, with
Dorian Reese winning the national championship in the 200 individual
medley. The women also took home the title in the 8(X) freestyle relay
(Dorian Reese, Carley Bush, Jan Okada and Shannon Braun). Other
swimmers who scored big points in the tournament included Shannon
Braun, Tena Embley, Liza Rachetto, and Mary Ryan.
It is also notable that for the first time in its history, the men's swim
team won the conference championship, while the women's team took
second. Many individual and relay championships helped cap a great
season and launched the teams for their successful showing at Nationals.
If there's ever been a more exciting men's basketball season in
Whitworth's history, nobody remembers it: undefeated on their home
court, conference tournament champion, a 13-game winning streak (the
longest on record), national TV, national Coach of the Year, and one missed
shot away from winning the national championship. Great fun! Led in the
national tournament by seniors Nate Dunham (All-Tournament), Roman
Wickers (All-Tournament), Jeff Arlcills and John Beckman, along with
juniors Gabe Jones (All-Tournament), and Nate Williams (All-Tourna-
ment), the team gave Whitworth fans a year to remember. Also contribut-
ing to the Pirates' success were sophomores Jeff Mix and Sean Weston. Not
since coaching legend Paul Merkel won the national title in 1960, when he
led the Pirate baseball team to the NAIA World Series in Sioux City, Iowa,
had the Bucs come this close. With the score tied at 61, and 3 seconds on
the clock, Whitworth had a good chance to win it all, but our shot rimmed
out, forcing the game into overtime. All year long, we received great
coverage from the Spokane media, particularly from radio station KSBN
and The Spokesman-Review. Rather than have me try to tell you any more
about the season or its exciting conclusion, let us know if you would like
to receive copies of several excellent articles in The Spokesman-Review
that give a blow-by-blow account of the final game and pay warm tribute
to the basketball team in particular and the college in general. The
Spokesman has given us permission to reprint these articles. Just call Tim
Wolf or Terry Mitchell in our Publications Office at (509) 466-3218, or
e-mail Tim at twolf@whitworth.edu to request copies of these articles.
And this just in: Nate Dunham has been named to the NAIA Division
II All-America first team, and Roman Wickers has received All-
America second-team honors. Nate and Roman are Whitworth's first
basketball All-Americans since 1952. Congratulations to these two great
players whose contributions to the 1995-96 men's team and to the Whit-
worth basketball program have been huge.
The women's basketball team finished its season with a very encour-
aging run. Playing quite well in the last part of their schedule, they gained
a respectable fourth-place finish in the conference and then gave confer-
ence champion Willamette a very tough game in the opening round of the
post-season tournament. The team was led all season by juniors Jennifer
Tissue and Sherri Northington. Coach Helen Higgs and the team look
forward with excitement to a successful season next year.
I'll update our spring sports in the next issue of Mind and Heart.
MISCELLANEOUS
Good news from three former Whitworth College presidents: Phil
Eaton, '65, former interim president, trustee and 17-year faculty member,
has been named president at Seattle Pacific University. All of us who know
Phil and Sharon, '65, are biased, but we have no doubt that Phil will bring
the same superb leadership to our very fine sister school in Seattle that he
provided for Whitworth. Last Friday night, Bonnie and I, along with
Duncan and Dorothy Ferguson, were hosted for dinner by Art De Jong and
his wife, Joyce, in Black Mountain, North Carolina. The De Jongs couldn't
be happier, with Art filling his time writing a book on Christian higher
education and creating beautiful wood carvings he sells in his downtown
"Hare and Tortoise" shop. Finally, Mark Koehler, '37, and his wife, Clara
Belle, send best wishes from Tucson, Ariz., where Mark is active in pastoral
duties at St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church.
Last weekend, Bonnie and I attended a meeting of the Association of
Presbyterian Colleges and Universities in Asheville, North Carolina,
where we had the privilege of hearing speakers Sharon Daloz Parks, '64,
of the Harvard Business School and Kennedy School of Government, and
Robert Bellah, author of Habits of the Heart. The association is developing
several promising new ways to connect to our denomination. I would ask
all of you who might be so inclined to pray that the peace and unity of Christ
will dominate the General Assembly this summer in Albuquerque.
We'll be glad when Old Man Winter takes a hike. Lately, he seems to
enjoy teasing us with spring-like temperatures and then dumping six inches
of snow on our heads. He thinks he is cute; our physical plant people think
4e-is obnoxious. The bright side is great spring skiing.
DATES TO REMEMBER
March 25
March 28-31
April 7
April 13
April 25-26
May 5
May 7
May 17-19
May 23
September 19
Wind & Jazz Concert
Theatre Production: "The Dawning of
Chauntecleer"
Easter
Hawaiian Club Luau
Board of Trustees Meeting
Bloomsday
Jazz Choir Concert
Commencement Weekend
1996 Pirate Golf Classic
Pirate Night HI
I just received a letter from a recent grad who teaches school in inner-city
Los Angeles. After describing a struggle with one of her fifth-grade
students, she writes, "He needs a teacher who can love him, push him and
encourage him. Please pray for us both, because neither of us will make it
without God's amazing grace." Thanks to all of you for helping us do our
part in serving those who will serve others. The victories won in these fifth-
grade hearts are the ones that really matter.
ind
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A MONTHLY UPDATE FROM PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON, WHITWORTH COLLEGE
MAY 1996
Sorry about sending this month's newsletter in an envelope. As I mentioned in April, the May Mind and Heart is subbing for the Annual Fund appeal letter
we send to all of our alumni and friends toward the end of each fiscal year (June 30); hence, the envelope, the return envelope and more talk about money
than I normally include in these monthly newsletters. Right now it is 6:30 a.m. Monday. Last night we concluded three days of non-stop Commencement-
weekend activities. The Monday morning after Commencement is always a time when reflection comes naturally. This year's calm is being stirred up by
a noon deadline for writing this letter. Moreover, I drained my creativity tanks this weekend as I frequently found myself in the position of having to put
indescribable emotions into words. But please hear this: Yesterday I handed diplomas to 407 success stories who would not have walked across the stage
without the support of people who believe in Whitworth College. So thanks to the thousands of you who made yesterday possible.
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
Several of our faculty are on the move. Barbara Fib o in the Art
Department and Les Francis in Education have been promoted to the rank
of associate professor. Warren Friedrichs in Physical Education, Dan
Keberle in Music, and Rich Schatz in Economics have all been promoted
to the rank of full professor. The Board of Trustees also granted tenure to
Steve Meyer, '80, in Philosophy and Religion, and to Glena Schubarth in
Psychology. And after 29 years of wonderful service to Whitworth Col-
lege, Professor of Biology Dave Hicks is retiring and has been named
professor emeritus. Dave has had a profound effect on many lives, and we
will miss him greatly.
During the spring semester we were entertained and provoked by the
Theatre Department's Festival of Christian Drama series. Professors
Diana Trotter and Rick Hornor, '70, brought three Christian productions to
campus this spring. Additionally, several senior performances provided
stirring accounts of the trials and triumphs of the Christian experience.
Because more than 60 students received academic awards at the
Honors Forum, it is possible to mention only a few. Special congratu-
lations go to President's Cup winners Lisa O'Donnell Bartel from Albany,
Ore., and Andrea Blake from Spokane, both of whom graduated with 4.0
GPAs. Seniors Ed Kross from San Bruno, Calif., and Wendi Story from
Boise, Idaho, were given the Servant Leadership Award, and Rachel
Hornor from Spokane received the Alumni Ideals Award. Rachel and
senior Nate Dunham of Almira, Wash., were also honored with the
Distinguished Collegiate Achievement Award.
It was another very successful year for our Pew Younger Scholars
program. Several of the student research projects this year were particu-
larly interesting to their faculty mentors. Topics ranged from Tim Scott's
"Radical Individualism: Where Did it Come From?" to Cindy Turner's
"The Green Knight at al-Khidr: An Arabic Interpretation of the Spiritual
Guide in Sir Gawain and the Green Knight." Other student participants
were Jason Webb, Peggy Hardt, Sherri Schueler, Lissy Hatch, Erika
Herrmann, Joe Schneller and Kara Kirkman. Faculty mentors included
Laura Bloxham, '69, Jim Waller, Laurie Lamon, '78, Dale Soden, Glena
Schubarth, Doug Sugano and Dan Sanford, '65.
Our 106th Commencement was marked by the granting of honorary
degrees to the Rev. Joong-Sik Han, head chaplain of Soong Si I
University, Seoul, Korea; Dr. Amnuay Tapingkae, former president of
Payap University in Chiang Mai, Thailand; and Father Bernard Coughlin,
S.J., president of Gonzaga University in Spokane. A dinner in the Campus
Center honoring the recipients was extremely gratifying, as these noted
educators expressed their admiration and affection for Whitworth.
Personal highlights of this past weekend for me included:
1111,1111 having as our guest former President Mark Koehler, '37,
Whitworth' s only alumnus/president. Sadly, Dr. Koehler' s wife, ClaraB elle,
passed away in April; the Koehlers would have celebrated their 57th
wedding anniversary on Commencement Sunday;
APT Leonard Oakland's brilliant Commencement address;
1191Pt seeing the members of the Class of 1946 at their 50-year reunion
and remembering when I used to have that much energy;
1141111  having senior Jeremy Haub introduce me not only as the Bacca-
laureate speaker but as his friend;
having Jeremy Haub point out to 1,100 people that if the rate at
which I'm losing my hair is any indication,! must have a fairly difficult job;
11111111 wedging ourselves into the Chapel for the Senior Commissioning
Service, at which our faculty members anointed our graduates for lives of
service to God and humankind;
listening at the Commissioning Service as faculty members and
seniors expressed their love and appreciation for the growth they have
brought to one another;
IIIPPrdissolving into my chair Sunday night at 9:30 with a profound
sense of completion, only to have four non-graduating students stop by to
see if they could play basketball in our driveway (which they did), and to
remind me implicitly that not far behind this class we just graduated are
more energetic lives that God has given us to educate in heart and mind.
Next year the Academic Affairs Office will be led by Tammy Reid, '60,
serving as interim chief academic officer, with associates Gary Whisenand
from the Registrar's Office; Laura Bloxham, '69, from the English Depart-
ment; Kathy Storm, vice president for Student Life; and Dale Soden from
History/Political Studies. Touted as "Dean Team '96," these talented
people who know and understand the college will provide strong leadership
while we search for Ken Shipps' replacement. Please keep Ken in your
prayers, as his move to John Brown University has been stalled by a serious
health problem. We are confident of his ultimate return to full health, but
he and his wife, Charlotte Kroeker, would appreciate your prayers.
ADMISSIONS AND ENROLLMENT
As of May 1, the numbers for applications and admittances are right
where they were last year, which is exactly where we want them.
Although freshman deposits are down 13 percent from last year's May I
total, we hope that is a function of the government delays! referred to in my
last letter. Our Admissions Office staff members are concerned about a
painful phenomenon they're seeing this year. On one hand, students have
a stronger desire than ever to attend Whitworth College, but on the other
hand, the financial hurdles students are reporting have never been higher.
We are all trying to figure out how to respond to this year's record number
of students who list Whitworth as their first choice but who are unable to
afford the cost.
As you would expect, our Financial Aid Office is doing everything
possible to help students find ways to crack the cost barrier as we project
an entering freshman class of 350 students. Incidentally, the Student Loan
and Marketing Association recently honored Whitworth' s Financial Aid
Office, along with financial aid programs at nine other institutions, for
innovation in assisting students. Congratulations to Traci Stensland and
Marianne Hansen, '92, for putting together this award-winning program.
STUDENT LIFE
Student Life activities in the last month of the year seem to take place
hourly. The Mac Hall Talent Show superbly demonstrated the twisted
minds of the men of Mac Hall. A lovely spring formal took place on a Lake
Coeur d'Alene boat cruise with about 350 people in attendance. Springfest,
held in Riverfront Park in downtown Spokane, raised money for the City
Gate Mission. My contribution to Springfest was as one of several faculty
and staff featured in the dunk tank. It was unsettling to see 300 students
foaming at the mouth, clamoring to be first in line to throw something at me.
I think the first guy thought he was supposed to knock the entire apparatus
over and drown me.
Of Mind and Heart
iv ' indicated above, this Mind and Heart newsletter alsoserves as our Annual Fund appeal and is being sent to
our entire list of alumni and friends. Between now and June 30,
the end of our fiscal year, we need to collect more than $250,000
in gift income in order to balance our budget. Based on past
giving, this balance is not unreasonable, but neither is it auto-
matic. Our ability to make Whitworth financially accessible to
our students is based on institutional financial aid that is replaced
by gifts to the Annual Fund. If all of our students could afford
Whitworth College without financial assistance, their tuition
plus our other sources of revenue would make the Annual Fund
unnecessary. But such is not the case.
So, in a very significant way, our supporters of the Annual Fund
had a stake in the education of the grateful graduates who walked
across the stage last Sunday. If you have any questions related to
our needs or to how you can give most effectively, please call our
Development Office (at 1-800-532-4668 or 509-466-3243) or me
(at 509-466-3200). Again, thanks to all of you who have sup-
ported and will support Whitworth College.
FINANCES
Tom Johnson, our vice president for Business Affairs, reports that as
of April 30 our budget is right on target. If our annual fund giving
reaches our budgeted figure, we will complete the year with our 20th
consecutive balanced budget.
The New Era era is over. We have returned our excess funds, signed an
agreement with the court trustee, and been released from further respon-
sibility and assured that the money we returned will be distributed to
the many fine organizations that ended up with deep deficits as a result
of this mess.
ATHLETICS
Whitworth finished fourth in the NCIC McElroy-Lewis All-Sports
Award balloting this year. We got big points for our three conference
championships, but no points for having the best fans in the conference
(even though we do).
Our men's track team finished fourth in the conference, with our
women finishing fifth. Led by Coach Kirk Westre, freshman Chet Doughty,
long jump; senior Trina Gumm, javelin, discus, and shot put; senior Dan
Kepper, decathlon; senior Brian Lynch, 5,000 meters; freshman Betsy
Slemp, hammer; and senior Diana Smith, discus, will head for the National
Championships in Atlanta, Georgia.
The Whitworth baseball team also finished fourth in the conference
with a record of 10-8 in the conference and 20-16 overall. Coach Rod
Taylor, '91, led his team to a sweep of Whitman College on the final
weekend of the season. The Pirates reached the 20-win plateau for the first
time since 1992. First-team All-Conference selections from Whitworth
included first baseman Sean Patterson of Spokane and pitcher Jason
McDougal of Tacoma. All-Conference selectees were freshman Eric
Brown, senior Chris Fukai, senior Larry Turner, senibi Ryan Stevens, and
junior Ryan Swan.
Women's tennis finished sixth in the NCIC, while the men came in
third. The women ended the season with an 11-7 conference record. Both
Jodi Baxter and Joelle Staudinger advanced to the third round in the
conference championships. The men compiled a 7-7 record in the confer-
ence, and Jon Wrigley and Brad White finished second in flights five and
six, respectively, at conference championships. Josef Durr took third place
in flight one, and Sean Weston took third in flight two. Head Coaches Jo
Wagstaff and Pat Dreves, '95, are looking forward to next season as the
Bucs continue to improve.
MISCELLANEOUS
For years, the Women's Auxiliary has sponsored events that
raise money for the refurbishing of our residence halls. In
April, Auxiliary members held their annual spring tea and style
show, which they reported to be great fun. We deeply appreciate
the work of these dear friends of the college.
When we speak of dear friends of the college, we must mention
Dayne Nix, '64, who died in April here in Spokane. Dayne was the
bursar at Whitworth from 1947 to 1990, and he was known for his
loyalty to the college and for his generosity to Whitworth students —
many of whom he helped with his own funds. After retiring from
Whitworth, Dayne volunteered his time with the Vanessa Behan Crisis
Nursery, Meals on Wheels, and City Gate. He earned a lasting place in
the heart of the Whitworth community.
If you haven't signed up for the sea-kayaking overnight trip in the
San Juan Islands on August 11 and 12, be sure to call Tad Wi senor,
'89, our alumni director, at 1-800-532-4668 or 509-466-3799. This is
the first of many alumni trips we will be sponsoring in the years ahead.
The trustees accomplished much at the biannual board meeting on
April 25 and 26. Approval to proceed with fund-raising efforts for the
completion of the Cowles Auditorium remodel, Phase II of the Campus
Center, and the Dorothy Dixon Faculty Center makes certain that we
will be busy over the next two years. Also, the board approved
construction of a 75-bed residence hall, pending the approval of a self-
liquidating, private financing plan. For the past several years we have
had to turn away many students who wanted to live on campus, and this
project is designed to solve that problem in a way that will put no
additional burden on our operating expenses. Of course, if anyone
reading this letter wants to honor a loved one with a gift that would
qualify for naming the building, every dollar reduced in the debt load
would flow straight to the bottom line. Hence, instead of a self-
liquidating financial structure, we would have an income-produc-
ing arrangement. I can't begin to tell you how much that would
help us. In addition to this year's board meeting being very
productive, board members gained new insights and deepened their
relationships with one another in a 24-hour retreat that preceded the
official meeting. Thanks to Carol Wendle and her committee for
their work on what we all believe will be a regular addition to
selected board meetings in the future. In the next Mind and Heart
I will report on the newly elected trustees.
DATES TO REMEMBER
May 31-June 2
June 14-16
June 28-30
July 22-26
September 11
September 19
Reunion for the Classes of 1955, '56 and '57
Reunion for the Classes of 1960, '61 and '62
Reunion for the Classes of 1975, '76 and '77
Whitworth Institute of Ministry
Fall Semester Begins
Pirate Night III
Probably the best way for me to close this newsletter and to thank you
for your support is to quote from a note I received from the mother of
one of our graduating seniors: "I want to thank you, the faculty and
everyone else who, in one way or another, touched my son's life during
his four years of learning at Whitworth. He has become a mature,
confident, and caring individual, and has come a long way in his faith
journey. Please remember that all concerned have my heartfelt thanks
and deepest gratitude for all they have done. May God bless their lives
as richly as they have blessed Ed's." So I join with this mother in
expressing gratitude to all of you who have contributed to the enrich-
ment of Ed and his many classmates.
tnd& heart
A MONTHLY UPDATE FROM PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON, WHITVVORTH COLLEGE
NOVEMBER 1996
I've often heard it said that Thanksgiving comes too close to the Christmas holidays. Although it might be better spacing to take the break earlier in
the fall, November is a pretty important time on the Whitworth campus for us to focus on our blessings. It is a time when students in particular battle
fatigue and depression. This past Tuesday night I went out for a run after a 14-hour day of meetings and general office drudgery. Not feeling all that
peppy myself, I began to wonder how students could take care of themselves during this dark period. I found the answer when I ended my run at the
Chapel. Almost 400 students had gathered for Hosanna. As I stood in the back of the Chapel and listened to these young people sing their heartfelt
thanksgiving to God, my own dreariness gave way to the light of God's grace. I hope this Thanksgiving season provides for each of you a celebration
that grows from thankful hearts.
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
Donald Hall, one of America's most honored poets, spent an extended
weekend on campus as the first guest artist for the Endowed English
Readings. His presentations included a poetry reading, a multi-genera-
tional reading, and a creative writing workshop. Thanks to all of you who
contributed to this endowment. The maiden voyage was superb.
The Whitworth Theatre production of the musical Cotton Patch
Gospel delighted its audiences, including a sellout crowd at the Saturday
night performance. Assistant Professor of Theatre Diana Trotter directed
this very moving depiction of how Christ's life would appear if it were
transported to 20th-century Georgia.
The Northwest Jazz Association recently assembled at the Whitworth
campus. In addition to conducting their association business, participants
had a chance to hear the award-winning Whitworth Jazz Ensemble.
Arlin Migliazzo, chair of the History/Political & International Studies
Department, has received a $25,000 grant from the Lilly Fellows
Program to design and conduct a summer institute for recent Ph.D.'s and
advanced graduate students in the humanities and the arts. The institute
will provide opportunities for these students to explore ways to integrate
faith and learning in their disciplines. The dates for this institute are June
16-26, 1997.
Demonstrating the college's commitment to serving educators in the
surrounding community, Whitworth' s science and education professors
recently hosted a Tandy Science Workshop for local K-12 teachers. The
workshop demonstrated hands-on science activities that can be used to
meet the new state academic standards.
Warren Friedrichs, 1996 NAIA National Basketball Coach of the Year,
has been busy lecturing, directing camps, and publishing a paper titled
"One Hundred Coaching Observations." The coach has also become the
campus fashion maven, having served as a celebrity model for a Sacred
Heart Medical Center banquet.
Our outstanding forensics team recently took third place out of 13
schools at the Northwest College Forensics Tournament and second
place out of 10 schools at Carroll College the following day. Hanna
Ganser and Tami Nida reached the semifinals in debate at Northwest, first-
time college debater Rachael Guenther placed second in prose, and Laura
Walker qualified for four speeches at Nationals. Jennifer Reynolds will
also be competing at Nationals, in the "Informative" category. This team,
under the direction of 1995-96 Coach of the Year Mike Ingram, finds its
reputation growing in the Northwest.
ENROLLMENT AND ADMISSIONS
Applications for fall 1997 are even with the numbers for last year at this
time. An avalanche of applications always pours in the last week of
November, as the 30th marks our early decision deadline.
On November 14, we hosted a wonderful dinner that brought to-
gether student scholarship recipients and their benefactors. This
event gives our students a chance to express directly their appreciation for
those of you who help put Whitworth within their financial reach. In
addition to celebrating the success of our students, we remembered 35
wonderful people who died of AIDS. Alumnus David Martin, who sat
with these victims as they died, read each of their names and provided a
scholarship in their honor.
One of the biggest Admissions Office events of the year takes place
annually in Honolulu. On November 26 at 6:00 p.m. at the Ala Moana
Hotel, we will host "a record-breaking number of students," according to
Larry Kekaulike, our new admissions counselor. Generally this program is
planned for January, but because our men's basketball team is playing in
a Hawaii tournament, we have moved up the date. We invite alumni to join
these prospective students on what should be a fun and informative
evening.
FINANCES
Last night as I walked passed the Phonathon phone bank located close
to my office, junior Kathiryn Schreyer, student manager of the Whitworth
Annual Fund Phonathon, informed me with great exuberance that our 15
student callers have already received pledges of more than $75,000 from
alumni classes 1923-1984. It often takes team members 12 weeks in the fall
and 10 weeks in the spring to meet their $100,000 goal. This year they may
hit it by Christmas.
A couple of years ago I mentioned in Mind and Heart that some of our
students were experiencing special financial needs due to personal
misfortune. Several of you sent contributions to establish a fund that we
have since been able to tap when we hear of these situations. This Friday,
a student whose summer earnings were reduced by an accident that left her
with a broken arm will meet an alumnus from Colorado whose gift provided
the $250 that stood between the student and a Jan Term missions trip. I
expect it will be a warm encounter. This is one of many great stories about
friends of Whitworth — people like you — who make it possible for our
students to have a heart-and-mind education. Thanks.
December is a month in which many of our alumni and friends
generously include Whitworth in their year-end giving. We extend
our deepest gratitude to those of you who give to Whitworth. Undesignated
gifts (which go into the Whitworth Annual Fund) are particularly helpful,
because we can use them where they are most needed. But if you are
interested in helping us with specific projects, we can assure you that they
abound and we will be happy to identify them for you. For example, the
Whitworth Jazz Ensemble has been selected to perform at the American
Jazz Festival in Melbourne, Australia. Ensemble members are busy
raising funds to pay for that trip. Virtually every department on campus
has a project that requires funding beyond our regular budget, so thanks
again for thinking about us.
STUDENT LIFE
The Whitworth International Club has been feeding the campus well this
year. Monthly Sundhyas (Golden Evenings) in the lower dining hall have
offered us international food and entertainment. These evenings whet our
appetite for the International Banquet coming up February 22 in the
Campus Center and Cowles Auditorium.
We welcomed approximately 350 parents to campus for Parents'
Weekend. Parents ate breakfast in their students' residence halls, at-
tended a selection of classes offered by several faculty members,
worshipped at a convocation in the Chapel, participated in a parent/
student luncheon, cheered at the football game and swim meet, and
thoroughly enjoyed the Whitworth Theatre production of Cotton Patch
Gospel. It was a great weekend. Many of the parents whose primary
motivation in attending is to receive the famous "Parents' Weekend
Mug" were euphoric when they discovered we had upgraded to "corn-
muter cups" this year. Of course, all of the above-mentioned components
of the weekend were secondary to the joy of parents being reunited with
their children, and the joy of children vacuuming their parents' wallets.
Seriously, we thank God for the wonderful moms and dads who are a part
of the Whitworth community, and I am always moved by the affection
I see between our students and their parents.
Some of this month's student activities include rock-climbing trips to
"Wild Walls," the annual Kanekopila event sponsored by the Hawaiian
Club, Whitworth Night at Lilac Lanes for "Big Hair Bowling," dining hall
arm wrestling, and other equally cerebral events.
Not all of our athletic teams are breaking records, but our Health Center
shattered the coveted record for "most flu shots given by October 31,"
with a whopping 362 injections administered. Obviously, the Health
Center staff has been working hard — and has been diligent in warning of
the dangers of this year's influenza strains. I was dropping off something
at our Publications Office (which shares the Health Center building), and
before I knew it I was getting stuck. We have a new health care delivery
system with two nurse practitioners on campus daily. Last week we were
visited by Dr. Sandra LaBella of the National League for Nursing Accredi-
tation Board as a part of NLNAB's review of the Intercollegiate Center for
Nursing Education. We were pleased that the review resulted in an eight-
year renewal of the ICNE graduate program and included high praise for
our clinic as a practicum site. Finally, an important part of the health care
equation on our campus is the 10 students who work for us in various
capacities. They do a great job of embodying the concept of servant
leadership.
ATHLETICS
How about those Bucs! The football team broke its losing streak with a
vengance, pummeling the University of Puget Sound 39-7 in the Pine
Bowl. There were too many stars to list, but suffice it to say the coaching
staff and players were elated. This Saturday the Bucs have a chance to do
something really significant. Riding the crest of their one-game winning
streak, the guys head for Oregon. There they'll take on Linfield College, a
team with 40 consecutive winning seasons, the longest streak in the nation
at any level. Linfield enters its final game of the season with a record of 4-
4. It will be a tough game, but our guys are pretty jazzed up about the
possibility of being the spoilers.
The women's soccer team headed into post-season play having received
an at-large berth in the Pacific Northwest NAIA Regionals. The Bucs took
on a very tough 18-I Willamette team, and lost a heartbreaker in the single-
elimination tournament, 1-0. Led by NCIC Player of the Year Jennifer
Tissue, this year's Pirates set school records for most wins (16), most goals
(68), and total points (184) in one season. Our congratulations go out to
these fine players, and to Head Coach Daman Hagerott, at the end of an
excellent campaign.
Men's soccer also ended the season with a killer game. The men, who
made a fine showing in what was supposed to be a rebuilding year, lost in
triple overtime to top-seeded Pacific University. The score of the game was
0-0 at the end of regulation, and Pacific scored first in overtime at 92
minutes. The Bucs' Jake Benson tied the score with a goal at 107 minutes,
and the Boxers pulled out a victory in sudden death at 125 minutes. Craig
Ito, Rio Three Stars, Jeff Bennett, and several other veterans led this young
team through an exciting season. In Head Coach Sean Bushey's first year
at Whitworth, his team has set a high mark for next year's squad.
Our fast-improving volleyball team ended its season on a high note,
winning against PLU for the first time since 1993. The Bucs were down 2-
1 in games and facing two match points in the fourth game before they
rallied to win it in five. Instrumental in the win were Sheri Northington (15
kills), Kori Walter (32 assists), Mandy Decious (33 digs), and Renee
Williams (four blocks). After winning five of their last six home matches,
the women are ready to move up next year.
Cross-country completed its 1996 season at the NCIC Championships in
Salem, Oregon. The women's team competed very well, defeating the
Top-20 team from George Fox and finishing fifth despite a couple of falls
by key runners. Scoring for the women were Miranda Thygesen, Meagan
Widhalm, Carmine Compogno, Dana Ryan and Brenna Robinson. Be-
cause of several injuries, the Pirate men were unable to field a complete
team for the championships. Season mainstays Josh Decker, Dale Macomber,
Jason Morgan and Greg Leow competed for the Bucs and made a good
showing at the season-ending meet.
The swim teams are undefeated after a sweep of Whitman (and they love
to sweep Whitman) last week. Last year's team leaders Jeff Rice, Jan
Okada, Shannon Braun, Jerry Rice, Guy Mikasa, Mike Peloso, Lea
Stenerson and John Rasmussen were individual event winners in the meet,
along with newcomers Sky Becker and Meagan Williams. For the men,
Jerry Rice and Sky Becker won two races each; for the women, Jan Okada
won three and Shannon Braun took two. Looks as if our swimmers are
ready to pick up right where they left off last year.
MISCELLANEOUS
We extend our best wishes to Charlotte Kroeker, who has left her roles
as director of development and artist-in-residence at Whitworth. In addi-
tion to her duties as interim music director at First Presbyterian Church in
Spokane, Charlotte is also serving as senior consultant for fund develop-
ment with the Coalition of Christian Colleges and Universities.
Calendar of Events
November 27-29
Dec. 6, 7, 8
Dec. 9,10, 11, 12
Dec. 13, 14
Dec. 17-20
Dec. 20-Jan. 5
Thanksgiving Break (students)
Whitworth Christmas Concerts in
Bellevue, Tacoma, Seattle (respectively)
Festival of One-Act Plays (Stage II,
Whitworth campus)
Whitworth Christmas Concerts in
Spokane (First Presbyterian Church)
Final Exams for Fall Semester
Christmas Vacation (students)
Once again, we send you Thanksgiving wishes. I have become convinced
that St. Paul's exhortation for us to "give thanks in everything" is more
God's gift to us than it is something God needs from us. Thankfulness
serves as a wonderful lens through which to see life, and it is certainly the
lens through which we view each one of you.
indeart
A MONTHLY UPDATE FROM PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON, WHITVVORTH COLLEGE
OCTOBER 1996
Walking away from the blazing colors of campus after a week of perfect weather is excruciating. But lam once again airborne and I have my fingers
crossed that the warmth and color will not have departed when! return. I'll be racking up big travel miles this fall as a result of great news from
the National Science Foundation. I'll say more about that below. I hope this letter finds you enjoying God's autumn art exhibition. The Mac Hall
maples provide a colorful background for the ultimate Frisbee games that fill my window each afternoon, and I am reminded of what a privilege
it is to work in such a pretty spot.
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
A couple of weekends ago, several of us saw another sign of the
advances in academic technology at Whitworth. As Leonard
Oakland, Dale Soden, Bonnie Robinson and I were having coffee
in Seattle with 1996 grad Rachel Hornor, we discovered she had
beamed up the web site set up by Philosophy Professor Forrest
Baird for his C.S. Lewis course, and was doing the reading and
participating in the bulletin board chats. In like manner, Assistant
Professor of Psychology Noel Wescombe has involved David
Myers, '64, author of his course textbook, in chat sessions. Within
the next few years, we'll have alumni around the world patching
into regular Whitworth courses.
The $225,000 Murdock student/faculty research grant, which
links students and faculty in significant scientific projects, is
underway. Our science faculty and students are excited about the
opportunities created by this very generous grant.
Several weeks ago the National Science Foundation called to
inform us that our $1.1 million Eric Johnston Science Center
renovation proposal would be recommended for funding. Be-
cause all NSF grants require institutional matches, the develop-
ment staff and I have been busy looking for potential donors who
could provide funds for the match. We'll find out sometime in
November if the NSF recommendations will be funded, and at that
time we will let them know how we plan to meet the matching
requirement. Not only is an NSF grant of this magnitude a great
funding opportunity, but it also reinforces Whitworth's strong
reputation in the natural sciences.
Two other academic grants in progress are providing faculty
support. A CAPHE grant recently brought Ken Zahorski, from the
Office of Faculty Development at St. Norbert's College in Wiscon-
sin, to work with our faculty on their changing roles in a student-
centered, high-tech environment. And a Lilly Endowment mentoring
grant is helping 14 second- and third-year faculty to develop
themselves in ways that are particularly suited to the Whitworth
mission.
Thanks to an anonymous donor (a wonderful, relatively new
friend of Whitworth), we now have downlink capacity through a
satellite dish sitting on the flat roof in the back of the library. Library
Director Hans Bynagle reports that uses include foreign language
broadcasts for our language classes and video conferences from
around the world.
Faculty Development Day this fall will feature author and writing
specialist Barbara Walvoord, who has helped us develop our writ-
ing-across-the-curriculum program. Several of us received an e-mail
from Heather Edberg, '94, now doing graduate work in chemistry at
UW, in which she told how this writing program helped her.
The members of our Theatre Department have seen quite a
response to the Festival of Christian Drama they initiated last
year. Recognizing that the arts exert a powerful influence on culture,
and that Christian drama is an important way to portray the love of
Christ, Rick Hornor and Diana Trotter have scheduled a second
festival for this spring and are receiving perusal scripts from around
the country. Send Diana or Rick a note at mail station #0305 if you have
questions to ask or support to give.
ADMISSIONS AND ENROLLMENT
Our annual Sneak Preview took place last weekend. We hosted
approximately 150 high school seniors for a two-day schedule of
typical college activities. This is a very good program, with a high
percentage of participants enrolling at Whitworth in the fall term
following their visit.
For the fifth consecutive year, our freshman-to-sophomore reten-
tion rate rose. This year checked in at almost 83 percent, which is
considered quite good. Finances and academic difficulty continue to
be the major reasons students do not return. As the freshman academic
profile has risen, our return rate has climbed along with it. A big article
in The Spokesman-Review pointed out the challenges that costs are
creating at Whitworth, Gonzaga and EWU, but presented our retention
record very favorably.
A task force on improving our admittance-to-enrollment yield has
met four times, and we are ready to consider recommended
changes. Examining admissions, registration, and financial aid data
has been very interesting. As we move toward specific program
alterations, we will be guided by the following assumptions: 1) We
will have to work harder and more strategically with our accepted
students; 2) We must use our financial aid investments where they will
yield the greatest returns; 3) We need to find a way to increase the total
number of financial aid dollars. This third assumption will require a
higher level of gift income and/or an even more efficient college
operation if we are to avoid raising tuition aggressively. Parents and
alumni, we would appreciate any of your suggestions. If you have
access to e-mail, send a message to fpfursich@whitworth.edu and
Fred, our dean of enrollment services, will forward your ideas to the
rest of us on the task force.
FINANCES
A blockbuster gift of $1 million to colleges and universities in the
Washington Water Power service area resulted in an unrestricted
gift from WWP to Whitworth for $75,000. Thanks to CEO Paul
Redmond for initiating this idea, and to the employees of WWP, who
created the profit that made the gift possible. This company is a leader
in supporting education in our region.
We recently received word of a significant bequest to the college
being distributed through the Miller Trust, which was established
nearly 30 years ago. We are grateful to all those who have remem-
bered Whitworth in their estate plans, and we remind you that Wyn
Hill at the Whitworth Foundation does a superb job of working with
financial instruments that benefit donors while securing the college's
future. Having said that, I should report that when I checked my voice
mail this morning from the Denver airport, I picked up a message from
Athletics Director Scott McQuilkin, who offered these three state-
ments: 1) "I hope your travels are going well." 2) "I noticed from the
board report that Whitworth is the beneficiary of your life insurance
policy for approximately the amount needed to complete the Pine
Bowl project." 3) "We have a new bungee jump that we think you
would want to be the first to try out." They love me here.
STUDENT LIFE
Parents' Weekend is November 1-3. Registrations are pouring in,
with the reservation deadline nearing. If you'd like to attend, please
call (509) 466-3276 for more information. One of the reasons for
scheduling this weekend later than usual is that we have discovered
this to be the dreariest time of the semester for our students. They are
tired from midterms, the weather has worsened, daylight savings has
ended, and it has been a long haul since they arrived. Parents or special
adult friends are just what the students need. We look forward to
seeing you parents.
Homecoming festivities began with the annual powderpuff foot-
ball game last Saturday, and a coffee house that same evening
featuring student acts and renowned cowboy poet John Kulm.
The rest of the week, following the theme "Music Memories,"
featured karaoke nights (an activity that I think is a stain on all of
western civilization), a showing of the movie "Footloose," a dorm-
decorating competition, jazz great Gene Harris performing with the
Whitworth Jazz Ensemble, Bucs' football, and a dance on Saturday
night featuring '80s music (another cultural plague). Special reunions
were held for the classes of '96, '90-'92, and '85-'87. It was a great
week.
Intramural volleyball teams and ultimate Frisbee teams are
currently locked in fierce cooperation, and the ever-popular five-
on-five basketball, indoor soccer, billiards and ping-pong tourneys
are coming down the pike in late October.
KWRS (the Whitworth College radio station) is on the air, with its
regular format and 24 specialty shows (from Christian to all-Spanish
music to country) being offered this fall.
Community Building Day had about 350 students going out to
various sites to do service in the Spokane community. Some very
important connections and relationships were built between Whitworth
and many nonprofit organizations. We hope the relationships, the
spirit of service, and the work will continue throughout the year.
A 24-hour hotline has been added to our Career Services Office
this fall. We also have new computerized assessment tools that will
help our students in planning their majors and careers. In that vein, I
just learned that approximately 20 grad schools and seminaries will be
represented at our October 31 graduate studies fair.
ATHLETICS
Our men's soccer team is amazing everyone in the league. Having
lost several key players and their coach from last year, the guys started
the season with all of us using the dreaded rebuilding word to describe
them. Now they are just one point out of first place and battling for a
national playoff spot. Congratulations to first-year coach Sean Bushey
(not only for the team's success, but for his and Cindy's new baby,
Isaiah, born October 1) and to his hard-working Bucs.
Ranked 14th in the country, the women's soccer team is surpris-
ing no one with its stellar play. After tying first-place Willamette,
the women remain in second place in the tough NCIC. Last week,
freshman Jennifer Dunford was named NCIC Player of the Week.
Senior Jennifer Tissue's assault on the record books has been slowed
by a muscle strain, but Coach Daman Hagerott is confident she'll be
back to full strength soon.
The football team put up a valiant struggle against powerhouse
PLU in the Homecoming game. Despite our players' efforts, though,
the Lutes beat us 41-18. The inexperience of a very young team has
resulted in inconsistent play this year. In the long run, our football
program will bear the fruit of talented, hard-working coaches who are
recruiting solid young men. But the growing pains aren't much fun. In
my next Mind and Heart,I think I'll be reporting on some victories and
giving you some of the season highlights.
The cross-country teams have performed well in big tournaments.
Because of the invitational meet format that has, for the most part,
replaced the dual and triangular meets in track and cross-country, our
teams are often competing against Division I schools. As the season
draws to a close, the conference meets will help our runners gauge their
levels of achievement. A couple of weeks ago, the team members
showed up at our house for dinner, and they certainly cat like winners.
Two victories this past weekend were just what our women's
volleyball team needed. The players seem to be hitting their stride
after a slow start. Coach Hiram Naipo has a great group of young
women, and he's already excited about next year. Renee Williams,
Elisha De Yoe, Brenda Clinesmith, Sherri Northington, Kori Walter
and Nicole Bruner racked up strong stats in the victories.
MISCELLANEOUS
Two quick items, because I'm out of room. First, we welcome with
enthusiasm and appreciation the Whitworth College Board of Trustees
for this week's meeting. We are blessed to have this leadership.
Second, several of us had the joy of attending the inauguration of Phil
Eaton (former Whitworth faculty member, trustee, and interim presi-
dent) as president of Seattle Pacific University. Phil and Sharon will
do a great job at SPU, and we wish them God's rich blessings.
DATES TO REMEMBER
Oct. 31 - Nov. 3 Cotton Patch Gospel Theatre Production
Nov. 1 - 3 Parents' Weekend
Nov. 27 - Dec. 1 Thanksgiving Break for students
Dec. 6, 7, 8 Whitworth Christmas Concerts in Bellevue,
Tacoma, Seattle (respectively)
Dec. 13 Whitworth Christmas Concert in Spokane
It's now Saturday, and I'm putting the finishing touches on this letter.
The sunny 70s of last week have given way to the first snowfall of the
year. Why Homecoming? Those who returned to their alma mater
today saw many new improvements, even through the snow. But what
we hope they found unchanged is our mission-based commitment to
be scholars of the highest order while serving the living Christ. May
God be with you.
mdeart
A MONTHLY UPDATE FROM PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON, WHITWORTH COLLEGE
SEPTEMBER 1996
I don't know when! have been more pleased to see the students return than I have this fall. After a summer that was pretty exhausting both physically
and emotionally, the first therapeutic wave hit the beach on Saturday, September 7, when freshman and transfer students arrived for Orientation.
Wave number two arrived on Tuesday, the 10th, when most of the returning students came back and gathered with faculty in the Fieldhouse for last-
minute registration adjustments. It was one of those moments when we laughed at the chaos and enjoyed reunion with those whom we have been
called to serve. Now, a week into classes, we have settled into a welcome rhythm. The campus colors are radiant, and life at Whitworth College
feels awfully good. We hope our sense of well-being does not make us blind to the pain and need both within and beyond our community. We also
hope this has been a very refreshing summer for all of you.
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
Faculty retreat this year held special meaning. Through funding made
possible by a friend of the college, we were able to escape to the Schweitzer
Mountain Resort for a 24-hour, noon-to-noon gathering. Our speaker was
one of Whitworth's best-known alumni in the field of higher education,
Dr. Sharon Daloz Parks ('64), who provided insights from A Common Fire,
a new book that she co-authored which presents research describing the
social and spiritual nourishment to be found when communities establish
traditions ofgathering. It is a gratifying moment in the life of a faculty when
one of its daughters comes home to be the teacher. So thanks, Sharon, for
getting us off to a wonderful start.
This fall we welcomed the following new faculty to campus: Rick
Eigenbrood (Education), Lee Fish (Business and Sociology), Deborah
Hansen (Music), Peggy Johnsen (Education), Diane Marr (Education),
Karol Maybury (Psychology), Barbara Sanders (Education), Toby Schwarz
(P.E./Head Track & Field Coach), Craig Tsuchida (Biology) and Virginia
Whitehouse (Communication Studies).
Our Sports Medicine program has been selected by the National
Athletic Trainers Association to participate in a national study titled
"Athletic Training Outcomes Assessment." In addition to the national
recognition that accompanies such an award, participation in this study will
allow us to compare ourselves with some of the top sports medicine
programs in the country.
Again this year, Whitworth ranks in the top 10 colleges and universi-
ties in the western United States, according to U.S. News and World
Report's "America's Best Colleges" issue. A bit puzzled by both omissions
and inclusions in the list, we accept the honor with appreciation and a grain
of salt.
Our History/Political and International Studies Department gets some
kind of cosmopolitan prize. In a ten-month span, five members of the
department have led students on international study tours: Jim Hunt
(Central America), Corliss Slack (British Isles), Julia Stronks and Rob
Wilson (Europe), and John Yoder (South Africa).
On August 13, students in an exciting new program at Whitworth met
for their first class. This cohort-based degree-completion program allows
adult students with two years of college to complete their bachelor's degree
in 18 months without compromising classroom contact hours. Twenty-two
students are currently enrolled in the program, and they report being both
exhilarated and exhausted. One student said that if he survives the program
he'll probably be too tired to hold a job, but at least he will feel good about
himself as he goes broke.
Associate Professor and Chair of Psychology Jim Waller has been
invited to speak at several prestigious regional and national conferences
this year, as a result of the national media attention his "Prejudice Across
America" Jan Term study tour received last year.
Many claim blues pianist Gene Harris to be the most exciting, ener-
getic, and entertaining jazz musician alive today. We'll find out on
October 18 at 8 p.m. in Cowles Auditorium, when he performs with the
Whitworth Jazz Ensemble. This concert will be a sellout, so call our Music
Department (509-466-3280) or G & B (509-325-SEAT) soon if you wish
to attend.
ENROLLMENT
Final tenth-day numbers are not yet in, but it appears that our total
undergraduate enrollment this year is up and our freshman enroll-
ment is down compared to last year. Although we had almost exactly the
same number of freshman applications as last year, many students who
indicated that Whitworth was their first choice became financial casualties.
We have established a task force to study how we can make Whitworth
more affordable and to explore other ways to improve our yield.
New international students this year have arrived from Belize, Brazil,
China, England, France, Germany, Japan, Kenya, Korea, Mexico, Russia,
Taiwan, Thailand, Ukraine and Yugoslavia. All of these students had the
opportunity to stay with host families before moving into residence halls.
Our international students enrich the entire Whitworth campus and are very
important to all of us.
The Financial Aid Office has processed awards for more than 1,650
undergraduate and graduate students for the 1996-97 academic year.
Whitworth students will borrow just under $8 million this year. The
average debt load for our 1995-96 graduates was approximately $20,000.
Although we believe that the intellectual and spiritual foundation, as well
as the economic opportunities, gained from a Whitworth education are well
worth the investment, we feel we must address the trend of students'
increasing educational debt. The best internal solution to this problem lies
in building our endowment. Externally, we would be pleased to see
educational investments achieve the kind of favored tax status that many
economic investments enjoy.
Great Escape, our three-day campus visit program for high-school
seniors, is scheduled for October 12-14. This program allows students to
experience Whitworth from within the campus. We still have a few spaces
available, so please encourage any high school seniors you know to contact
our Admissions Office if you feel they would benefit from participating.
Two new admissions counselors have joined the staff this fall. Larry
Kekaulikc from Hawaii and Todd Orwig, a 1995 Whitworth grad, have
already hit the road enthusiastically.
FINANCES
This fiscal year we have received word of three forthcoming bequests.
With gratitude, we honor and remember Mr. Dayne Nix, longtime and well-
loved employee in the Business Office; Mrs. Ruth Lovejoy, a friend of
President Ed Lindaman and the college; and Mr. R.R. Miller, past resident
of Spokane and also a friend of the college. More and more Whitworth
friends are making planned gifts that are mutually beneficial for them and
for the college. Please contact the Whitworth Foundation if you have
questions about how you can avoid taxes and generate income through a
deferred gift.
This is a very important year for our Annual Fund to be in good shape.
Because our tuition revenue will be slightly lower than what we budgeted,
we will need to pick up the slack in other areas. Support of the Annual Fund
not only helps us to hold down our students' costs, but also triggers
additional support. For example, one of the categories used in the
U.S. News and World Report rankings mentioned above is alumni giving.
And probably the two criteria most important to foundations in evaluating
a college are alumni giving and student retention. So thanks to all the
Whitworth alumni and friends who lower the college's cost and raise its
reputation through their support.
We are in search of a new vice president for development. After nine
years of loyal and effective service to Whitworth, Jim Ferguson has moved
on to Belhaven College in Mississippi. We all miss Jim and wish him well
down South.
STUDENT LIFE
Student leaders convened residents in the dorms last week to establish
guidelines for their lives together as a community. The process is called
RAP, an acronym for Residence Area Policies. Topics of discussion
include quiet hours, visitation hours, keeping kitchens/shared spaces
clean, and safety concerns. This feature of Whitworth student life has been
going on for more than 20 years.
The daughters of former President Frank Warren, Ginny Ainley and
Joyce Starrett, were invited by the residents of Warren Hall to a special
"preview" of the students' performance just before Mock Rock. The men
of Warren begin their chant, "We are the sons of Frank F. Warren, Doctor
of Divinity...." Students were excited to have Ginny and Joyce as their
special guests. Frankly, this was a highlight of an evening and a custom
(initiation) that has a few too many lowlights. We need to think about this.
ATHLETICS
As I write this, our Athletics Department is putting the finishing
touches on Pirate Night III. This huge undertaking, which combines a
catered dinner served by our athletes, a guest speaker, and an auction of
dozens of terrific prizes donated by loyal Whitworth friends, has fast
become a Whitworth tradition. This year's speaker, Dr. Sam Adams, is one
of our own living legends whose contributions as a scholar in sports law
have equaled his exploits on the playing field. It'll be great to have Sam
back at Whitworth for an evening. Last year Trustee Mary Lynn Coleman
and her husband, Bill, very generously purchased a Bill Robinson-prepared
dinner for $1,000. They thought I did a pretty good job with the Spam, but
felt that the Kool-Aid and Twinkies showed a lack of imagination.
Women's soccer is 5-1 and will open conference play on the road this
weekend. In the team's most recent match, against 6-0 Seattle University,
Haley Nichols had one goal, Chrisanne Roseleip contributed one assist,
and Goalie Jen Peterson made 10 saves. The Pirate women are off to a great
start yet again, and 1995 NCIC Coach of the Year Daman Hagerott is
feeling good about the conference season. Go, Bucs!
The football team is gearing up for the Hall of Fame Game against
Eastern Oregon State College on Saturday. I'll report next month on the
new inductees to the Hall. The Bucs lost their season opener to Central
Washington last week, but Head Coach John Tully caught glimmers of
hope for this year, even against such a formidable opponent. Damien
Putney and Ben Vaday led the Pirate backs, QB Rob Leslie hit Travis Ernst
on a nine-yard pass for a second-quarter touchdown, and Brion Williams
caught seven passes for 91 yards.
Men's soccer got back on the right track with a victory over Central
Washington. After a couple of tough losses, the Buc men shut out the
Wildcats 1-0 on a goal by Jace Jones, an assist by Craig Ito, and three saves
by Goalie Matt Yeoman. After leading The Evergreen State College to
its first-ever regional playoff appearance in 1995 (and earning the
PNAC Coach of the Year title), new Head Coach Sean Bushey is just
getting to know his Pirate team, and he's excited about this season's
possibilities.
Coach Hiram Naipo's volleyball team is getting a little breather
before the players head back into competition. Katie Jo Borgman, Kori
Walter, Sonya Schaumberg and Renee Williams played well in the
Pirates' recent match against Linfield, and Mandy Hogan, Eli sha DeYoe,
Schaumberg and Williams also came up big against Willamette. At this
point, the Bucs have only one win, and are looking to turn things around.
Our women's cross-country team tied for first and our men came
in third at their opening meet, the college division of the University
of Idaho Invitational. Pirate Dana Ryan finished first among the
women, with several other Whitworthians posting excellent times, as
well. Coach Andy Sonneland is working his team hard, and as I watch
his runners training outside during these beautiful autumn days, I'm
glad that I'm seated.
MISCELLANEOUS
On July 18 and 19, Whitworth College hosted the Northwest
Datatel Users Group. Over 150 attendees came together from seven
states and two provinces in order to demonstrate that there are at least
150 adults in North America who know as much about computers as the
average nine-year-old. Datatel software is very widely used in higher
education, so there is much we can learn in these user-group gatherings.
Sadness covered the campus as word spread that Ken Shipps, our
provost from 1992-96, died on September 4. Ken's contributions to
Whitworth, and to Christian higher education in general, were very
significant. Just yesterday I received an e-mail from Dr. Karen Longman
of the Coalition of Christian Colleges and Universities that read, "Ken
was one of the people who had a big view of what God was doing
through Christian higher education and who put his shoulder behind
making it better...." Our prayers are with those whom Ken left behind
much too soon.
DATES TO REMEMBER
September 27-29
October 18
October 24-25
October 25-28
October 31-Nov. 2
The Weekend
Gene Harris Jazz Concert
Board of Trustees Meeting
Fall Break
Cotton Patch Gospel Theatre Production
We think this is going to be a good year. It could be rather challenging
financially, but we feel that the generosity of our friends, the discipline
of our staff, the worthiness of our mission, and the faithfulness of God
will allow us to prosper. Thanks so much for your participation in our
service.
